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From the Editor

A month ago I was wondering what would be going 
on in church in September, and I’m still wondering. 
Some things are certain - well, as much as they can 
be - and that is that hybrid services, with 
attendance at Paul Street or online via Zoom, are 
well established.

The church has installed extra equipment which 
makes the integration of sound and vision into the Zoom experience more 
straightforward and, we hope, better for those online. The sanctuary now 
has a built-in camera and, before long, will have screens to enable the 
congregation to see and hear Zoom attenders if they wish. It should thus 
be possible to for all attending a church meeting, say, to participate 
wherever they are. So, on page 20, there is a reminder of some simple 
Zoom controls.

Page 20 also represents a small, further element of innovation: most of it 
is printed sideways to allow for wide images to be viewed. We don’t stand 
still in the editorial office (Peter’s front room)!

Being the season of creation-tide, the theme for this issue is the gift of 
creation: the wonder of creation and creativity. Once again, contributions 
offer various views on this, from an appreciation of God’s handiwork to a 
range of ways in which God’s gifts of artistic and technical skills can be 
deployed.

Mindful of some of the reports that are likely to appear in the next issue, 
the theme will be Commemorations. This is not a challenge to guess what 
is on my mind but an invitation, as always, to interpret the theme in 
whatever way you wish. Surprise us! All contributions, whether on the 
theme or not, are welcome.

For the foreseeable future the Minister’s letter on page 4 of the magazine 
will be a Pastoral Letter written by a number of people. Ever since I took 
over as editor we have also had a page or two of prayers, or prayer 
suggestions, for use by readers each day. I am aware that Gwyneth used to 
prepare these, and more recently Susan did, with one or two from Clare. 
It would be good to have other contributors now. You do not need to write 
a lot: while Susan has the gift of writing prayers, Gwyneth gave us a 
simple, balanced list of topics. So think about taking a turn, write what is 
on your heart and do it your way.

Peter Henderson
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Forthcoming Church Services

Sundays at 10:30am at the United Reformed Church, Paul Street and on 
Zoom - please ask if you need the invitation link to worship online

 5 September Morning worship led by the Revd Clare Callanan
  (includes The Lord’s Supper)

 12 September Morning worship led by the Revd Phillip Jones

 19 September Morning worship led by the Revd Clare Callanan

 26 September Morning worship led by Miss Sue Ingham
  Harvest service

 3 October Morning worship led by the Revd Clare Callanan
  (includes The Lord’s Supper)

Weekly Activities
at the time of publication these are:

 Wednesdays 9:30am - 12:30 Work-Wise in the church hall: offering 
support with all aspects of job seeking

Tuesday coffee mornings and prayers are on hold till the new year.

Other Notable Dates

 Sunday 5 September F1 Dutch Grand Prix, the first in years

 Thursday 9 September Elders’ Meeting

 Monday 13 September Magazine deadline 

 18 - 25 September World Week for Peace in Palestine and Israel
The World Council of Churches invites member 
churches around the world to pray for just 
peace for all in Palestine and Israel.
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Pastoral letter

Dear Friends

September brings with it the start of the season 
of autumn, a time of change to cooler days and 
longer nights with the nip of frost. In many of 
our churches, September is part of Creation 
Time and also the time of Harvest Festival.   

Creation begins with a seed which grows and 
matures until it is ripe enough to be harvested. 
Change is happening throughout its life.  It is 

also a season of change for us, here at Taunton URC, as we say Goodbye 
to Susan and give thanks for her ministry to each of us.  We may be 
physically losing her, but we will be able, over the coming weeks and 
months, see how the seeds which she planted during her years with us 
have grown and developed and some of which we are now able to 
harvest. For which we give thanks. 

Creation is giving us new opportunities for us to grow and develop as 
we move forward into the unknown. With the setting up of Pastoral 
Bubbles, with the formation of a Worship Group and the restarting of 
groups and/or the formation of new ones since the easing of lock down 
due to the pandemic. This reminds me of those verses in Matthew 13, 
about the Kingdom of Heaven being like a mustard seed –it starts off 
very small and grows, and grows and grows. We can be like that with 
one small step at a time, and with the Lord's guidance and help, we will 
be able to grow and to go out into the unknown.

Creation is the time of new birth, yet with all creation there comes a 
time when life ends.  Over the past year and a half, families and friends 
and churches have lost loved ones, and were unable to hold the kind of 
funeral they would have wished. Rev Susan led a service of 
Remembrance and Thanksgiving, to celebrate and remember those 
who have died over this period. 
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Creation will be with us, as over the next few weeks the Elders will be in 
conversation with the Rev Tim Richards, our Companion Minister, and 
Rev Jim Thorneycroft, the Synod Pastoral Advisor for Somerset, to 
explore ways of forward.  With the aim of reporting back to our October 
Church Meeting. 

Creation is around us and within all of us, as we each offer the gifts that 
God has given us.  Little is much when God is in it.  God uses the 
ordinary things to create extra-ordinary things.

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians, “We must never believe that our resources 
(gifts) are too little for God. God delights in taking humble, seemingly 
unimportant people and using him or her for His Glory.”

And I believe that this verse is particularly important for us all as we 
move forward into the future.

Yours

Sue

Sue Ingham
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Prayers for morning and evening:

Morning:

O God, I thank you for this new day.
As the sun rises
and the dew freshens the grass,
may I know that I am reborn too,
and that the life in me is re-awakening. 

I dwell for a moment in silence,
aware of your presence with me
and your love encouraging me. 
I remember a verse of scripture
or a line from a hymn
and let the words shape me….

I offer this day to you
And pray that I will be able,
come what may,
to receives its blessings
and to bless others with kindness.
I welcome this day,
as I welcome your love,
with an open spirit
and with deep thankfulness. 

Daily devotions and Sundays too

There are still regular posts of worship resources from the URC – 
through the Daily Devotions link: https://devotions.urc.org.uk 

From 10am each Sunday (now well into next year), there is material 
to read and follow (including readings, hymns, prayers, a sermon…) 
OR you can listen on-line to a recording and join in that way. 
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Evening: 

O God, at the end of the day,
I return to prayer.
I let my body rest… 
I reflect gently on the events of the day…
I let my spirit be open to your Spirit…

Thank you, Creator of all, for this day’s wonders.
Forgive me, loving Jesus, for any failings.
Fill me, Holy Spirit, with your comfort and strength.

I read a portion of Scripture.
Let these words bring to me your Word,
that I may grow in wisdom, grace and love….

(choose a passage for this day or continue in the book you are reading…)

In a moment of quiet I bring to you, God of love,
the concerns this day has laid upon me; 
my own prayers and hopes,
prayers for those I love,
and prayers for the wider world. 
Shape my longing and my hopes,
show me what I and others might do,
and prepare me for a new tomorrow,
through restful sleep and holy peace. Amen. 
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Revised Common Lectionary
for forthcoming Sundays

Revised Common Lectionary
for forthcoming Sundays

Revised Common Lectionary
for forthcoming Sundays

5 September 12 September 19 September

Isaiah 35:4-7a
Psalm 146
James 2:1-17 
Mark 7:24-37

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 116:1-9
James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-38

Jeremiah 11:18-20
Psalm 54
James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a
Mark 9:30-37

26 September 3 October 10 October

Numbers 11:
4-6, 10-16, 24-29 
Psalm 19:7-14
James 5:13-20
Mark 9:38-50

Genesis 2:18-24 
Psalm 8
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 
Mark 10:2-16

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 
Psalm 90:12-17 
Hebrews 4:12-16 
Mark 10:17-31

Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI) help us to prepare for 
COP26 on Sunday 5 September 2021 at 4pm. 
Join with Christians across Britain and Ireland to pray for the Glasgow 
climate talks and to present our climate pledges to the Government 
Register for more details at https://bit.ly/3me7iSr
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Church Family News

Thanks

Helen and family would like to thank all of you who had sent cards and 
messages to us over the last 3 months and for the Service at Church for 
the Funeral and thanking God for all that Denis had achieved in his life. 
You made our family and friends very welcome and with Zoom linking 
family in Australia and France and Portugal. Refreshments and the Garden 
with the Gazebos were very welcome.

Helen Newman

Belated thanks

I know that it's well past the spring, and we seem to be sadly leaving the 
summer behind, but I thought that I would do some spring cleaning 
realising that I had full cupboards of things that the majority of which 
I didn't need. My mammoth task has started in my bedroom where I have a 
built-in wardrobe. It reaches to the ceiling, so it requires a ladder to sort 
out the top shelves. I've never liked getting rid of anything and especially 
not cards - I really love them!  There were numerous bags hidden away all 
over the place of cards from many different people, some who are not 
with us now, and celebrating a variety of occasions and recalling sad 
times.  Amongst my wonderful collection of cards were the ones that were 
sent to me after my husband, John died.   I enjoyed reading through them 
again - probably more carefully - and they were lovely. I am sure I didn't 
thank everyone at the time as I should have done so I just wanted to say a 
very belated thank you to everyone who sent them twice over!

Maralyn Bickham

As in recent years, the church will have collections for Water Aid during 
September, the period of Creationtide ending with Harvest Festival. Water 
Aid works to supply clean water and sanitation, and promote good hygiene 
around the world. Reminders will be in the notices from Sunday 5th with 
collections starting in church on the 12th. Put it on your bucket list!
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From your former minister

Dear friends, 

I want to thank you all for the privilege of being part of this congregation 
since 2013 and being your minister since January 2016. We have shared so 
much together and we have lived through some interesting times. I shall 
treasure memories of many services, of a brave and faith-filled building 
project, of finding ways to continue to be a congregation during the times 
of lockdown and Covid, of Christmas and Easter celebrations, of 
ecumenical relationships deepened and expanded, of faithful lives 
celebrated as we have gathered for funerals, of social events and trips, of 
developing and sustaining Work-Wise, of lunches and activities at Pop-In 
and engaging with people across Taunton through Citizens Somerset, of 
Tuesday prayers, of CICCIC next door and of singing carols and giving Fair 
Trade chocolate to passing cars outside. 

Most of all, of course, I shall remember you, the people, and the calling to 
be your pastor, minister, teacher and friend. It is indeed a privilege to 
share faith in a community like this one and to look for ways to share faith 
with those who live and work around us. It has been a joy to welcome new 
members over the years, to hold each other through change and to 
experience the Holy Spirit working among us. I have found that strategies 
and plans, in ministry, are always likely to be overwhelmed by events and 
by God’s surprising ways. We are in God’s hands, always.

Thank you for all the support and encouragement you have given me as 
your minister, for your forgiving of mistakes and missteps, and for all the 
work you have done and courage you have shown. My particular thanks 
must go to the Elders with whom I have served here; theirs is a heavy and 
holy responsibility and has been demanding in recent years particularly. 
Thanks to all who lead music, who administer, who sort out property, who 
steward our resources, who garden, who pastor and befriend, who bake 
and serve tea, who read and pray, who lead and organise, who edit and 
publish, who encourage us to respond to the needs of the world through 
Christian Aid, who arrange flowers and fill in rotas – and all those many 
things that make the church be what it is. 

I rejoice in the various preparations that have been made for the life and 
witness of our congregation to continue after I leave and, seeing them 
come to fruition and more people taking on shared responsibilities (and 
acquiring new Zooming skills!), I know I can trust that I can go in peace. 
I look at the list of ministers’ names on the board in church and see that 
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I am just one in a line of ministers. My time, and my small part in the 
story is now complete, but the congregation’s story goes on. 

Too often, the stories of congregations feature little more than accounts 
of ministers and buildings. A much truer and fuller story needs be to be 
told of faithful people who stay with a local church far longer than any 
minister, who give so much in faithful discipleship in so many ways, and 
who are the true shapers of a community. And of course we are all part of 
a much greater story still – of God’s love for the world most vividly 
embodied in Jesus. 

I began my time with you as a member of the congregation, and only later 
as your minister. I feel called now to serve out my own baptismal vocation 
within a congregation as a member of the people once more (it will have 
to be a different congregation from this one now to enable new leadership 
to flourish here). And so I hope I might find a congregation where I can 
serve in whatever ways are needed. I will be continuing my role within the 
World Council of Churches, as well as getting to some writing projects 
I  have dreamed of for some while. And, it’s time my closest and wider 
family saw a bit more of me too. 

I shall miss you all very much. But I know it is right to move on and, if I do 
so with mixed feelings, it is because there has been so much that has 
been good and life-giving. I shall continue to pray for you and look 
forward to hearing news of you. 

With affection and thanks,

Yours

Susan

MAGAZINE DEADLINE 
Contributions for the October 2021 magazine should be with the 
Editor 
 Peter Henderson - 14 Somerset Avenue, Taunton, TA1 5HU 
 Telephone: 01823 254668 - e-mail: tauntonurc.mag@gmail.com
by MONDAY 13th SEPTEMBER 2021 (or earlier)  please.

The theme will be Commemorations.
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Theatre review

The Castle garden had been ‘refurbished’ and for 2 nights offered a retro 
production of ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream.’  We viewed it from seats in 
the dress circle!  What a splendid holiday August evening with a first rate 
production from the Exmoor theatre company. [See photo opposite] 

Let’s hope there will be more productions from a multi skilled group of 
actors, mainly very energetic young people and a couple of children.  I 
wonder if Shakespeare had a bubble machine in mind. Can you spot it? - 
clue fish’s mouth!

Puck is on the wall with Titania performing over a toadstool to a fairy 
folded on the grass.

Sheila Rudofsky

Ecumenical service

The Sunday morning service on 22nd August was led by our Minister with 
the Revds Deborah Kirk (Temple Methodist) and Jane Eastell (St John’s). 
The Work-Wise manager, Lucille Morris, gave a report of the work club.
[See photo opposite]

Birthday Corner
Special greetings to those in our wider fellowship who have a birthday in 
September. May God bless you all …

4 Christopher Cutting

24 Paul Cottrill 

25 Joel Hather
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A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream

in The Castle garden
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Wonders of creation

September 2021 14

Sunrise over the Thames estuary as Sheila and Janet sail into Tilbury.  A bee.

Bank vole.    Slug feasts on chive.

Van Gogh in cross-stitch by Viv.

15

Teasel in flower.

Mystery fern in RHS Wisley glasshouse.
Honeywort.

A juvenile Jay.   A Monkey Puzzle Tree branch.
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All are welcome to the creation of God

with (clockwise):  Beetroot Risotto, green beans and feta cheese
Pepper colour riot Bread of life (See Culinary Creativity on page 18)

Support Lee in the One Million Step Challenge 
(diabetes.org.uk)

With many of us indulged in sedentary activity during the pandemic it has 
become increasingly difficult to kick the habit and to re-engage with more 
active pastimes. When a friend told me therefore that she was doing the 
Million Step Challenge in aid of Diabetes UK, I jumped at the chance to 
join her. With Dave’s recent poor health condition, being a diabetic has 
certainly not helped his situation. It is therefore a cause close to my 
heart.

It can’t be that difficult I thought as I merrily signed up 
and then read the detail later. 10,800 steps a day is 
achievable but to be maintained over a 3-month period is 
where I have realised that the real challenge kicks in. 

What I have discovered so far is 
that despite having a large garden, there are no 
steps in weeding, pruning roses or painting 
summerhouses!! Juggling time around waiting for 
district nurse visits, etc I have completed most of 
my steps through doing workouts in the back 
bedroom much to the amusement of Jasper. The 
one advantage is that it has kept the wildlife at 
bay as I have probably scared them away. 

I started the challenge on July 1st and will 
complete on September 30th. If anyone would 
like to check my progress or, even better, feel 
that they are able to donate to my Just Giving 
page, I would be really grateful. 

The link is
https://step.diabetes.org.uk/fundraising/lee1146  

Many thanks

Lee Yates

Lee, challenged

… Jasper, not so much
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Culinary Creativity

He took some bread and gave thanks to God… Acts 27:35

I clearly recall my Home Economics classes at school, building up over the 
school year from making a pot of tea, through to scones and on to roast 
meals. Basic and boring, the only thing that was creative about it was the 
trouble a friend and I got into during the lessons. I already had a sound 
knowledge of such skills, absorbed from watching, and helping, my 
mother cook. 

After some years of student cooking (creative out of necessity and lack of 
money), single person cooking (the bars and cafes of Bristol were usually 
too inviting), and cooking for and with children (picky, messy and tiring), 
I now have the time, motivation and budget to cook and create as I wish. 
As a vegetarian/pescatarian, I love using fresh vegetables, herbs and 
spices, grains, beans and lentils, to create food with often a mixed 
culinary origin. Mediterranean, Lebanese and Palestinian, Indian and 
Mexican are my favourite cuisines and places of inspiration. I prefer 
cooking savoury food since I am not a great measurer or follower of rules; 
I can read a recipe, or eat a meal, or watch a chef on television, and then 

I adapt it according to my skills and ingredients 
available. 

Creativity is there from the beginning… planning, 
shopping locally and organically, preparing and 
cooking, presenting. It also requires a space of quiet in 
the soul to wonder about possibilities. Imagination and 
inspiration grow out this place. For me cooking is not 
only a creative but a spiritual practice too, since food 
is central to our lives; physically, culturally, socially, 
spiritually. There is a rhythm, a momentum, a 

repetition for most days and occasions but that does not rule out 
creativity and creation. Here there is ritual and the making of meaning. In 
this way we remember who we are and whose we are. Rituals have 
liturgies… a call, an arrival, a thanksgiving, response, benediction and 
commissioning, a call to go in peace. This too is in our cooking and eating. 

The preparation and cooking of food links us with the past, and ongoing 
surrounding of a cloud of witnesses in aprons. They are present with us in 
butter smeared scraps of paper with a scribbled recipe, the cooking 
implements we prefer, the events that call us together. Creativity shines 
through such an act of service as we prepare and serve. 
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Cooking is more than simply roasting or boiling something to eat. Over the 
centuries cooking has evolved into an art. Growing and preparing food 
demands our full attention and can be a form of meditation. Cooking a 
meal for another is an act of love and caring. Sharing a meal with others 
strengthens the bonds that unite us as family, as friends, as community. 
(Isn’t this one reason the pandemic is so difficult for us? It has prevented 
us from gathering and dining with those we love!)

The routine tasks and ingredients of the kitchen are the most daily 
pointers to our dependence, our human need, our frailty, and the 
connections that sustain us. No matter what else our days hold — 
whatever is glorious and important, hard and defeating, fleeting and 
trivial — when we cook we are brought back to life at its most 
rudimentary. We bow our heads and confess again that all of life is 
creation and gift. 

For reflection:

Did anything in this reflection touch you today? If so, what? Why?

Do you like to cook? If so, what do you like about cooking? If you don’t 
like to cook, what don’t you like about it?

Do you have any childhood memories that revolve around someone 
cooking something?

Have you ever experienced cooking as a religious experience? If so, 
what made it a religious experience for you?

Clare Callanan

Photographs relating to this article can be found on page 16.

Random Quotes
The greatest patriotism is to tell your country when it is behaving 
dishonourably.  Julian Barnes, author 
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Zoom controls
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W
ith new

 equipm
ent installed in the church to 

facilitate 
easier 

sharing 
of 

gatherings 
- 

for 
w

orship or other purposes - w
ith people joining 

online, 
here 

is 
a 

rem
inder 

of 
a 

few
 

Zoom
 

functions.

People using Zoom
 on a tablet should see these 

controls at the top of the screen (show
n at the 

top of this page).  These m
ay not be visible but 

pressing the screen w
ill alw

ays reveal them
.

Those joining by com
puter w

ill see these at the 
bottom

.

Sto
p
/Start V

id
eo

N
ot only is the view

 better for people joining 
online, but they w

ill be able to be seen on the 
screens in the church. If you do not w

ish your 
im

age to appear there, you m
ay press Stop Video 

(cam
era sym

bol next to M
ute/U

nm
ute); this w

ill 
turn 

off the 
cam

era 
on 

your 
device. 

Pressing 
again w

ill turn it back on.

C
h
at b

y text

Typing in chat m
essages can be useful 

if you 
w

ant to contribute to a m
eeting w

hile other 
people are speaking, though it can be quite a 
distraction so should be 

used sparingly. Chat 
m

essages can be sent either to everyone - that 
is the default - or to individual participants.

To open up 
the chat 

facility on a com
puter, 

click 
the 

Chat 
icon 

at 
the 

bottom
 

of 
the 

w
indow

.
O

n a tablet, press the ‘M
ore’ w

ith three dots 
icon and then choose Chat from

 the drop-dow
n 

m
enu.

In both cases a chat box w
ill open up; press on 

the bottom
 row

 to enter your m
essage, then 

press ↵
A red blob on the Chat/M

ore icon show
s you 

have a m
essage.

Contemplative photography

Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! (Psalm 150:6)

While I still use my camera for snapping, increasingly I try to take time for 
a much more intentional approach to photography. With this I use the 
camera as a reason for dwelling with the subject, exploring its many 
facets, and trying to record what fascinates me in the image. Sometimes, 
I notice something that I had not seen before, just because I have stayed 
with the subject or the scene for some time.

This is, I think, a form of mindfulness. Because the camera gives me an 
end result, its presence encourages me not to rush on to the next step or 
next location. Later, when I examine the photographs, there is another 
opportunity to see details previously unnoticed.

Most of my photography is outdoors and exercised while walking (with 
frequent stops), so most subjects are in the natural world. This means 
that my pastime is spent witnessing and wondering about creation. So this 
is, for me, more than mindfulness: it is a form of contemplative prayer in 
which I engage with God through the fascination with, and gratitude for, a 
multiplicity of life. Some of the images on pages 14-15 are mine.

One exponent of contemplative photography, Howard Zehr, writes that the 
image is a gift. I am convinced he is right. My most thrilling moments with 
a camera have been when an unexpected subject has turned up, such as a 
kingfisher sitting on a branch over the local stream. Going out hunting for 
such images is never as rewarding; in the spirit of more regular 
contemplative prayer, it is better that I simply make myself available for 
whatever comes to me. The image is a gift from God.

Although it may sound like a bit of stretch, I truly regard this as a form of 
worship. The medium is that of images rather than words, but there is 
devotion, thanksgiving and sometimes challenge. Moreover, though my 
image-making is largely for myself, the gifts are ones that I can pass on; 
and I have found that these can, in turn, be vehicles of blessing to others.

Last autumn I went on a photography-themed retreat where the leader 
was insistent that this is a most democratic activity, in the sense that 
most people have a camera as part of their mobile phone. So I encourage 
you to take your time in using it as a spiritual discipline.

Peter Henderson
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What makes a good sermon? 

I’ve been preparing a talk about preaching for ministers in another Synod, 
far far away. I collect quotations about preaching which I can get out and 
read again and again to help me to remember what I think I’m trying to 
do. They come from a wide variety of people and places, but I value them 
all and I’m grateful for their encouragement as I endeavour to preach 
almost every Sunday in a way that might actually mean something to 
somebody. I know that ‘preaching’ is almost invariably a negative word in 
popular culture (‘Don’t preach at me!) and not everyone defends it these 
days, but I thought you might like to know some of the things that I most 
treasure about it. I know I have heard sermons myself that have changed 
my life and certainly many that have blessed it. So, let me know what you 
think of these quotations. And for those who might want it, there’s even a 
bibliography!

Susan Durber

‘In the front pews the old ladies turn up their hearing aids, and a young 
lady slips her six-year old a Lifesaver and a Magic Marker. A college 
sophomore [second year] home for vacation, who is there because he was 
dragged there, slumps forward with his chin in his hand. The vice-
president of a bank who twice that week has seriously contemplated 
suicide places his hymnal on the rack. A pregnant girl feels the life stir 
inside her. ..
The preacher pulls the little cord that turns on the lectern light and deals 
out his note cards like a riverboat gambler. The stakes have never been 
higher. Two minutes from now he may have lost his listeners completely to 
their own thoughts, but at this moment he has them in the palm of his 
hand. The silence in the shabby church is deafening because everyone is 
listening to it. Everybody is listening including himself. Everybody knows 
the kind of things he has told them before and not told them, but who 
knows what, out of this silence, he will tell them? Let him tell them the 
truth.‘  
Frederick Buechner, Telling the Truth, 1977, p.22-23

‘Only the preacher proceeds still upon the idea that folk come to church 
desperately anxious to discover what happened to the Jebusites. The 
result is that folk less and less come to church at all.’ 
Harry Emerson Fosdick, see What’s the Matter with Preaching Today, ed. 
Mike Graves, 2004, p.10
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‘Preaching authority is rooted in testimony. The only evidence of authority 
is the engagement of the witness…We were trained to talk about the text; 
to explain it, or solve it, or hunt down its ‘one true meaning’….. (but)… 
stop studying the text and start living in it.’
Anna Carter Florence, Preaching as Testimony, 2007, p.13

‘I do not want to scatter pearls of wisdom from the pulpit; I want to 
discover something fresh – even if I cannot quite identify it yet, even if it 
is still covered with twigs and mud. I want to haul it into the pulpit and 
show others what God has shown me, while I am still shaking with 
excitement and delight.’ 
Barbara Brown Taylor, 2013, p.86

‘The wonder is that common words, like simple bread and wine, can 
become the bearers of Christ. The preacher is part of the sacramental 
chain.’ 
David Cornick

‘On the one hand, there’s the intimacy of God… On the other hand, 
there’s the awesomeness of God… Preaching is about communicating both 
and their interplay with one another in thrilling terms.’ 
Sam Wells, 2018, p.2

‘…when you preach you can’t be like Jacob, pretending to be someone 
else in order to get the blessing. You have to preach out of your own 
life…’ 
Doug Gay, 2018, pp.5-6
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Christian Aid news

Dr John Sentamu to succeed Dr Rowan Williams as 
Chair of Christian Aid

The Rt Revd & Rt Hon Dr John Sentamu, the former Archbishop of York, 
will be the next Chair of the board of international development agency 
Christian Aid.

Dr Sentamu – who has been outspoken on issues of poverty and justice in 
the UK and globally for many years - served as the Archbishop of York from 
2005 until 2020. He was created by Her Majesty the Queen, Baron of 
Lindisfarne in the County of Northumberland and Masooli in the Republic 
of Uganda. He is a member of the UK Parliament, in the House of Lords.

Born in Kampala, Uganda, Dr Sentamu will be the first person of African 
descent to take up the position of Chair in Christian Aid’s 75-year history.

Dr Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury and current Chair, 
will stand down at Christian Aid’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) in 
November, having served two full terms of office.

Announcing the appointment today, Christian Aid’s CEO Amanda Khozi 
Mukwashi said: “This is wonderful news for Christian Aid. Dr Sentamu 
brings with him a passion and energy for global justice, a deep love of the 
Church and a profound theological understanding that will be able to 
speak into the crises of climate change, Covid, conflict and debt that are 
affecting the world’s poorest communities. We look forward to welcoming 
him to the Christian Aid family.

“I want to express my immense gratitude to Dr Williams for his friendship 
and leadership. He has been an incredible Chair, bringing his inimitable 
wisdom, grace and prophetic voice to support Christian Aid’s work and the 
communities we serve. We will miss him.

Commenting on the appointment, Dr Williams said: “It has been a 
profound privilege to serve as Chair of this wonderful organisation for the 
past eight years. Through that time, we have appointed an excellent new 
CEO, launched a new global strategy and weathered the storms of a global 
pandemic, while continuing to stand together with the world’s poorest 
and most marginalised communities.
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“Christian Aid’s work is far from being done, and the next few years will 
mean we must stand even more firmly for the dignity, equality and justice 
of all, needing the support of the Church and the British public more than 
ever, in light of cuts to aid and increasing national self-interest.

“I am delighted to be handing over the reins to Dr Sentamu at this pivotal 
time in the organisation’s history and convinced there are few people who 
will be able to lead and speak out with the moral voice that is needed for 
such a time as this. I will continue to support both him and the 
organisation in the ongoing fight to end global poverty.”

Commenting on his appointment, Dr Sentamu 
said: “It is a great surprise and a delight to be 
invited to be a trustee and to chair the Board 
of Christian Aid. My first involvement with 
Christian Aid was in 1980, during Christian Aid 
Week, when, as an Assistant Curate at St 
Andrew, Ham Common, and Prison Chaplain at 
Latchmere House Remand Centre, I knocked 
on doors and left Christian Aid envelopes. The 
staggering response from the long street 
where I lived, as well as the prison officers, 
convinced me that the appeal for ‘Life Before 
Death’ spoke to the generous hearts of my 
neighbours.

“In 2004 I visited Herat Province, in Western Afghanistan, to see and 
encourage Christian Aid workers there. They blew my mind and I rejoiced 
greatly to discover that they had favour with all the people; and that 
Christian Aid workers had remained there for well over 25 years!

“To chair the Christian Aid Board, which is deeply committed to 
eradicating injustice, disadvantage, increasing mutual accountability and 
its prophetic voice in addressing issues of poverty and power, is a great 
honour and challenge for me. Please pray for me.”

Dr Sentamu’s appointment follows a thorough global external search led 
by Jennifer Cormack – chair of the organisation’s nominations committee, 
which ended in formal approval by Christian Aid’s board this week. He will 
formally be welcomed as Chair by Christian Aid’s sponsoring church 
denominational representatives in November 2021.

Photo: Roger Harris
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Helping United Reformed Churches 
work for a fairer world and for 
peace with justice, recognising 
that change and response starts 
with each one of us.

Envelopes for your donations and 
Information Leaflets are available 
in the Dora Cox Room.  Please feel 
free to put in what you can, when 
you can, no amount is too small.

Revd Dr Kevin Snyman - Commitment for Life Programme Officer, 
Suzanne Pearson - Commitment for Life Administrative Assistant

Moving Stories
News from our Partners around the World

Moving Stories are now issued bi-monthly. They will appear in the next 
issue of  this magazine. Editor

Random Quotes
…
For healing the nations, bold Ministers —
For commitment through and through
We’ll take a cup of kindness yet
— and launch
Our Timeship Earth anew.
 Michael Horovitz. poet
 (ending A new Waste Land: Timeship Earth at Nillenium)
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Climate procrastination

Few dispute the reality of human-caused climate change. But there are 
now numerous arguments for delaying the decisive radical action needed 
to address the crisis and fulfil humanity’s God-given responsibility as 
stewards of creation. Here is a summary of the justifications against 
climate mitigation, collected in groups, to help you argue against them.

1. Redirect responsibility - someone else should act first
The idea that individuals and consumers are ultimately responsible for 
taking action, not industries, businesses or the government.
What about them? The UK emits only 1.8% of global carbon dioxide so 
China, for example, should do more.
Leading the way (as you might hope the host of COP26 will) only gives a 
free ride to nations whose economies will gain competitive benefit.

2. All talk, little action
Technological solutions are just round the corner: electric planes, 
fusion reactors, carbon capture and storage, etc.
Any sustainable energy mix will need fossil fuels, so let’s maintain the 
status quo and choose “cleaner” versions of fossil fuel.
Set ambitious targets but offer no plan to meet them.
Give consumers better choices, in high-speed rail travel for example, 
without regulating against bad choices, such as flying.

3. Emphasise the down-sides of investing in radical action
We can't allow climate protection to jeopardise prosperity and jobs.
Abandoning fossil fuels as quickly as possible would slow the growth 
that has lifted billions of people out of poverty.
There is a responsibility for maintaining social peace in this country.

4. Change is impossible - we’re doomed
Strong climate policies will impinge on society, politics or human nature 
to the extent that their final implementation is doomed to failure.
Catastrophic climate change is already locked-in. To prepare for it, we 
need to admit that we can't prevent it.

These arguments build on legitimate concerns and fears. But they divert 
attention from responsibility and the wide consensus in favour of decisive 
action; and they lack faith in God and in the abilities of people of goodwill.

Peter Henderson, based on an article in Global Sustainability journal
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OFFICE HOLDERS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF
TAUNTON UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

.................................................................................Car-Park  Eryl Harris
....................................................................Christian Aid  Maralyn Bickham

......................................................................Church Cleaning Supervision 
...........................................Church Heating  Church Administrator (see page 1)
..................................................Church Secretary  Sue Ingham (07818 637155)

......................................................Commitment for Life Contact  Sue Ingham
...................................................................FINANCE - Treasurer  Eryl Harris

..................................................FINANCE - Covenant Collections  Paula Powell
.............................................................Flowers  Pam Elliott, Sheila Woolvin

..................................................................................................Keys  
........................................Letting Secretary   Church Administrator (see page 1)

............................................Magazine Distributor  Dawn Wright (01823 331800)
.............................................Magazine Editor  Peter Henderson (01823 254668)
....................................................................................Prayer Handbook 

...............................................................................Property  Stuart Trott
..............................................Pulpit Supply  Church Administrator (see page 1)

................................................................Reform Magazine  Pamela Bamber
...............Social and Arts Group   Janet Sowerbutts, Sheila Rudofsky (01823 617411)

..................................................................................Sound  Paul Cottrill
.......................................................Sunday Coffee Organiser  Pamela Bamber

.........................Sunday News-Sheet  the Minister or, if away, the Church Secretary
...............................................................Synod Representative   Sue Ingham

...........................................................World Day of Prayer  Maralyn Bickham

SERVING ELDERS

Sue Ingham
Secretary

07818 637155

Meg Cardy
01823 443245

Stuart Trott
01823 281551

DUTY ELDERS ROTA for SEPTEMBER

 5 Sept Sue Ingham
 12 Sept Stuart Trott
 19 Sept Eryl Harris
 26 Sept Meg Cardy

COMMUNION ROTA
 5 Sept Meg Cardy Stuart Trott
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Taunton United Reformed Church

Vision Statement

For the sake of the Gospel, we will be:

✦ a church that welcomes, whoever you are

✦ a church that cares and responds with action

✦ a church that works with others and plays its part 
in the community

✦ a church that knows and shares the love of God

✦ a church that is growing  in faith and knowledge 
of God

✦ a church full of hope and joy


