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From the Editor

Forthcoming Church Services

There has been a lot of coverage of and comment
about the United Nations COP26 event in Glasgow,
and rightly so: like a deadly virus climate change is
an unseen threat which is easily ignored until it
manifests itself with disastrous consequences.

Sundays at 10:30am at the United Reformed Church, Paul Street
5 December

Morning worship led by the Revd Phillip Jones
(includes The Lord’s Supper)

12 December

Morning worship led by the Revd Peter Brain

19 December

Carol Service at 4pm [NOTE: no morning service]

25 December

Christmas Day United Service at Temple Methodist Church

I am particularly pleased to have a contribution from Naomi Arnold, one of
Helen Newman’s granddaughters, who was at the conference in Glasgow;
see page 20.

26 December

No service. You are invited to use the URC online service
(look up Daily Devotions) or tune in to the service on
BBC Radio 4.

Thinking ahead - I do a lot of that - I reckon that the January issue will
need a slightly different format. It may see the return of further regular
activities and more detailed rotas relating to Sunday services. So, while I
am thinking about that, I will be interested to know what parts of the
magazine you particularly like and which are of little interest.

2 January

So I am delighted that this issue contains articles
and other references which pick up this month’s
theme of Hope and discuss how this relates to COP26 outcomes.

The deadline for contributions for the next magazine is unusually early.
We try to get it out to readers by Christmas, so that shifts everything
forward a week. The way that Christmas falls this year means that the
deadline is Monday 6th December - just time for me to sleep before
starting work again!
The turning of the year, the redoubling of our efforts to be responsible
stewards of our fragile plant and the possibility of (say it quietly) New
Year Resolutions all point to a suggested theme of Renewal for the
January issue. As always, contributions both on and beyond this theme are
welcome.
Finally, a reminder that it would be good to expand further the growing
list of contributors to the regular daily prayers feature. Have a think
about how this feature helps, or might help, you and consider taking a
turn.

Morning worship led by the Revd Phillip Jones
(includes The Lord’s Supper)

Weekly Activities
at the time of publication these are:
Wednesdays 9:30am - 12:30

Tuesday coffee mornings and prayers are on hold till the new year.

Other Notable Dates
Sunday 5 December

1:15pm

Monday 6 December

Magazine deadline

Saturday 18 December 2:30—4pm

QUOTES

May your choices reflect your hopes, not your fears.

Nelson Mandela

Carol singing - see page 9

Winter solstice - days start getting longer

Monday 27 December

Bank holiday (in lieu of Christmas Day)

Sunday 2 January
I pray that… you may know what is the hope to which [God] has called
you, the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints…
Ephesians 1:18

Social and Arts Group lunch - see p.9

Tuesday 21 December
Tuesday 28 December

Peter Henderson

Work-Wise in the church hall: offering
support with all aspects of job seeking

Bank holiday (in lieu of Boxing Day)
Deadline for nominations to eldership - see p.9
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Pastoral letter

times it is the waiting in anticipation for something we want maybe at
Christmas or for our birthdays.

Dear Friends
We are now in the season of Advent and
Christmas is a-coming. For what are we
waiting? The theme for this month's magazine
is hope. But for what do you have hope? There
was some hope at the conclusion of COP26, but
for many it fell short of their hopes.
By taking each letter of the word hope, it can
give us a meaning for Advent.
H – Hope, the expectation of what is to come, whether it is better
health, an improved world, a new life - the birth of a baby in
Bethlehem, Jesus.
O – Optimism, another word for hope, for what, when, where, why and
how. Bringing the predictions that God gave our ancestors to
fruition. Jesus.
P – Preparedness, the making ready for the coming of a new life, our
own readiness personally, physically, emotionally, spiritually.
E – Eventuality, the happening, Jesus' birth.
Years back, I read an account of an older GP in the early 1950's who had
visited a family who had a seriously ill disabled son who had caught
measles from his sisters. The mother asked the doctor what else they
could do, his reply was “Where there's life there is hope”. He knew there
was nothing else medically he could do, but hope and pray. For a GP
having grown up, trained before the war and before the formation of
the NHS, the availability of our modern vaccines and antibiotics, hope
and prayer was part of his daily life in the care of his patients.
Hope is all around us in all situations, sometimes it is all we have. It is
what we hang on to in difficult, dangerous, and anxious times. At other

Hope is the looking forward to what is to come, and at Christmas is the
celebration of the baby Jesus being born on earth for all of us.
God gave us hope in the birth of his son Jesus so that we may come to
believe in him and try to live our lives as he would want us to.
As we look forward in hope for Christmas, we know that many have
little hope for a time of joy and celebration due to their circumstances.
May we each in our own way find a way that we can bring some hope
to those who have little hope this Christmas.
I wish you all a hopeful, safe and happy Christmas, and a peaceful New
Year.
With love
Sue

Open Door requests…
… donations that it can give to its clientele.
Items requested are as follows:
socks

medium size rucksack

hats and gloves

battery pack
(for charging mobile phone)

lip gloss
lip salve
mascara
AAA batteries

small size boxer shorts
deodorant sets for men
mini treats eg Ferrero Rocher

Donations can be placed in the marked box under a table in the Dora
Cox Room.
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Praying through the week

Inspire us to get to know our neighbours better and to show a friendly
smile to the more unfamiliar faces.

Sunday
‘New every morning is the love our wakening and uprising prove’…….
Rejoice and Sing 536
Loving God, we give you this day as we do every day. On this day we sing
praises, read the scriptures, and listen to the message. We share the
bread and wine asking that your spirit may fill us with hope and a longing
for peace that enables us to deepen our faith.
‘New mercies each returning day, hover around us while we pray’
Monday
Proverbs 16 v.31 Revised English Bible
‘Grey hair is a crown of glory, which is won by a virtuous life’…… oh - no
more coloured streaks!
You have heard it said many times, ‘It is not fun growing old. Jesus, you
died young, you haven’t been through my difficulties’. Help us as we try
to follow a way with a positive and active mind that focuses upon a life
style of well being. This we do in the knowledge that God loves us
whoever we are.
Tuesday
Let us remember the leader(s) preparing for Sunday’s worship. Listening
God, through their thoughtful preparation and hours of wrestling with the
Bible text, may we be careful listeners to see how we can enrich our faith.
What can we take with us into the next week?
We pray for the elders and all who offer leadership in our congregation.
Together with our leaders may we be relevant and progressive in what we
say and do.

Thursday
When the postman delivers that letter marked NHS it can be words of
hope but it can also bring anxiety. Perhaps you know someone who has
had a procedure postponed even more than once. There are other people
who will be in constant pain. God our mother and father, we pray that
they too may have courage and patience in their waiting.
Loving God, give strength and energy to hospital and community health
staff, remembering especially the Musgrove Park Hospital staff as they
cope with more patients throughout the winter months.
Friday
COP26 has finished but its concerns and challenges remain with us. We
recognise the enormity of what needs to be achieved by governments
around the world. What does it mean for us in our small corner of a
beautifully created world?
Challenge us Creator God when we need to change our own life styles.
We can put on an extra layer of clothing to save turning up the heat, we
can plant a tree with the help of a charity, and we can think twice before
we buy more than enough.
Gracious God, give us courage to speak out and to play our part in
restoring a broken world.
Saturday
Christian Aid’s focus this Christmas is upon mothers in Sudan.
We recall in Luke ch. 1 how Mary, anticipating the birth of Jesus, raised
her voice in courage and praise, in joy and expectation not in any self
centred way but for all those around her experiencing very troubled
times.

Wednesday

Advent God, we raise our voices with Christian Aid in courage and joy for
the women in Sudan who are often the victims of drought, of political
instability and who are anxious about the future of their unborn children.

‘Love your neighbour as yourself’.
Let us be thoughtful, inclusive and non judgmental when meeting and
greeting our neighbours.
We know our words can be both loving and
hurtful. Prod us to offer words of comfort in times of their need and see
the best in others even when we disagree with the views they hold.

Prayer suggestions this month are offered by Sheila Rudofsky
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Revised Common Lectionary
for forthcoming Sundays
5 December

12 December

Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 1:68-79
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6

Zephaniah 3:14-20
Isaiah 12:2-6
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18

26 December
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52

2 January
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Psalm 147:12-20
Ephesians 1:3-14
John 1:10-18

19 December
Micah 5:2-5a
Psalm 80:1-7
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
9 January
Isaiah 43:1-7
Psalm 29
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Church Family News
Christmas lunch
The Social and Arts Group have organised a Christmas lunch

Sunday 5th December
LUNCH at 1.15
Winchester Arms, Trull
Roast and vegetarian
1 course £10.99
2 courses £14.99
If you haven’t already signed there is a notice in the Dora Cox. Transport
will be provided and we will try to make it our Christmas celebration.

Carol singing
PASTORAL TEAM

Just a reminder, please join us for Carol Singing
under the church porch on
Saturday 18th December from 2.30 to 4.00pm.

Our aim is to foster care and concern for each other in the
congregation.

If you prefer not to sing you might like to make
hot drinks.

However, If you have a emergency and need help or concern, do not
hesitate to contact a member of the Pastoral Team.
Mrs Isobel Tosh Robb, Mrs Meg Cardy, Dr Eryl Harris,
Mrs Sheena Helliar, Miss Sue Ingham, and Revd. Janet Sowerbutts.

Election of Elders
Nominations are invited for the election of Elders. Please give thought and
prayer to whom you might nominate for this important role. The current
serving eldership is small in number, so further Elders would welcome.
Nomination forms can be obtained from the Church Secretary, Sue
Ingham. The deadline for nominations is Sunday 2nd January.
The election of Elders will take place at the Church Meeting on Sunday
16th January.
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Mission Accomplished !!

Social and Arts - planning for 2022
Let us know what you think…
1. Are you happy with a snack lunch after church from time to time
on a Sunday?
2. What kind of input would you enjoy afterwards?
•

music e.g. choir, organ, music group

•

speaker

•

quiz

•

all the above

•

other suggestions

I wanted to let my friends know that at the end of September I completed
the million-step challenge on behalf of Diabetes UK which I started on
July 1st.
My heartfelt thanks to those of you who offered
sponsorship and encouragement over the 3-month
duration.

3. Would you prefer SAG to start in January or March when we hope
the weather is a little warmer?

Overall feedback from Diabetes UK for this particular
event totalled 12,256,858,493 steps which were
achieved by all participants. This has resulted in an
amazing £2,163,089.00 being raised.

All ideas welcome as we plan another programme.
PLEASE phone, email or chat to Janet or Sheila.

Birthday Corner

Following the stories of many participants I have been
deeply touched by their sheer grit and determination
as many have battled with significant health problems of their own. This
has placed my effort into pale insignificance but nevertheless I am
delighted to have finished the task.
My original target was £200.00 so I am delighted to
have raised £860.00. Thank you once again for your
support – It has been so appreciated.

We offer greetings to those in our wider fellowship who have a birthday in
December. Birthdays this month are particularly to be celebrated: we
should allow the to be subsumed by Christmas. May God bless you all …
6

Jean Grigg

13

Pamela Bamber

15

Eryl Harris

17

Lorna Head

29

Morag Lingard

Also, may I say how special it has been for me to be
able to join you via zoom for Sunday worship. My
continued links with you all has meant so much and
has certainly aided my health and well being as well
as enabling me to participate in worship. My thanks
also for holding Dave and I in your prayers as he
continues his health recovery.
Love and blessings to you all.
Many thanks
Lee
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The Star of Hope, the Light of Christmas

Remembrance Sunday

I remember the first time it dawned on me that the world Jesus was born
into was in so many ways exactly the same as the world we live in today.
I felt quite deflated, if not defeated. Did the fact that armies still occupy
foreign countries, that dictators wreak havoc with their cruelty upon
nations, that poverty still is prevalent even here in UK along with the
great need of Food Banks, that people still flee their homeland to save
their lives, mean that nothing had changed since Jesus was born?

On Sunday 14th November Clare Callanan had prepared a stunning display
as a focus for worship.

The gospel writers use their words wisely. Matthew tells us the story of the
birth of Jesus with the image of a bright star against a dark night sky;
Magi set against Herod; a baby against an army. That darkness is still here,
our newspapers tell us regularly – but so is the bright star. The world has
changed in so many different ways and, because of the pandemic, so has life.
But I believe that with the coming of the Christ Mass we have a hope, for
at Christmas-time we remember how, in the first chapter of John’s
Gospel, light shines in the darkness and by its very shining defeats it.
In a glorious mixture of pagan and Christian symbolism we light up our
trees at this time of year. However else we may wish to understand it, it
is a defiant gesture that when darkness is at its most profound we light up
our world to chase the darkness away. We do it because of the light which
God sent at Christmas.
Christmas for me is such a season of hope, just as it was last year when
we were in lockdown hoping and praying that the discovered vaccine
would put an end to Covid-19 or at least enable people and nations to
settle back into some form of normality.
But darkness there is still: the economic news we hear from the treasury
is hardly encouraging; and still the continuing unrest in far-off Afghanistan
continues to make the pages of our newspapers. Yet in the midst of this
turmoil and uncertainty in so many areas of the world a star still shines in
the darkness. It shone 2000 years ago and it continues to shine today. And
this year I pray that we will celebrate Christmas as boldly and as
confidently as ever, assured that this festival is good not just for us but for
our country too. Because I believe that if we can’t celebrate Christmas in
the darkness we can’t celebrate it at all.
The Star of Hope, the Light of Christmas still shines if only people would
stop and look because I believe more sincerely than ever that the light of
that same star can bring healing and hope for a troubled world.
Phillip Jones

After the service poppy-themed
buns, baked by Meg, were available
to eat with tea or coffee.

Photos: Meg Cardy
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Scenes of autumn
Views of Stourhead
by Sheena Hilliar
(right and opposite)

Below: a Taunton lane

A leaf falls.
How quickly autumn comes: Cherry tree in the Hendersons’ back garden
15th November

19th November

Because it’s December, you’ll be expecting Robins
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Views of COP26

Caesar's Census, God's Jubilee

Naomi Arnold provides these views of like at the Glasgow climate summit.

Caesar's Census, God's Jubilee is the name of a book by an Canadian
Presbyterian minister, the Revd W Scott McAndless, and published
independently in 2013. I have not read this! But the book also forms the
basis of the first series of podcasts by the author called Retelling the
Bible. And I have listened to these.

Left: the Little Amal puppet made
by Good Chance Theatre
Below: some of the cyclists in the
Pedal on COP campaign cycle from
Edinburgh to Glasgow
Bottom: Panel discussion in the
Green Zone of COP26

McAndless asks pertinent questions about Luke’s account of the Christmas
story and, while respecting scripture and retelling the story with a little
imagination, offers some answers and, with them, interesting insights.
Central to this is the question: why would the Romans require people to
return to their places of origin for a census when it is universal practice to
register people where they live, the better to collect taxes from them?
His answer is that the census ordered by Quirinius (Luke 2:1) was only in
Judea but that some Jews were responding to the call of an activist called
Judas the Galilean to foil Roman attempts to plunder their meagre wealth
by confusing the process by registering in their ancestral settlements.
Judas (the one mentioned in Acts 5:37, not Judas Iscariot) was asserting
that God was instituting a jubilee, as set out in Leviticus 25. This was an
economic ‘reset’ whereby debts were cancelled, and families would be
restored to land they had lost as a result and, by doing so, could regain
their livelihoods.

Read Naomi’s article on
page 20.

So McAndless suggests this reading of Luke 2:1-5 …
And it came to pass in those days that Caesar Augustus had a standing
policy that all parts of the Roman Empire should have proper tax
records. When Judea was first incorporated into the Roman Empire,
which happened while Quirinius was governor of Syria, the first census
was therefore taken in Judea. But the people. provoked by Judas the
Galilean rebelled. They called for a jubilee, which meant that all the
people went to their own towns to be registered instead of remaining
where they were. They did this to foil the Romans’ plans to create good
tax rolls, but also because they sincerely believed that God wanted a
jubilee. Joseph. also in obedience to the call to jubilee, went from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem because he was descended from the house and family of
David. He went to be registered with Mary, who also obeyed God’s call,
and to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.
See, the Christmas story can be quite political. Just read the Magnificat!
Peter Henderson
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COP26 hopefulness
Many of us have been praying for nations to be united in the cause of
greater environmental stewardship at COP26 in Glasgow in November. So
were our prayers answered? There was disappointment among many
climate activists that more was not achieved, with the President Alok
Sharma saying of the goal of limiting global warming so the earth remains
habitable that “the pulse is weak.”,
Most tragic among the failures was that of the 'Global North' to meet
climate finance goals and the flat refusal to set up a formal ‘Loss and
Damage facility’ to support nations most vulnerable to climate change.
Moreover, representatives of Indigenous Peoples, who, among other
things, hold great wisdom on how to live sustainably as good stewards,
were not invited to the ‘top table.’ Please read Naomi Arnold’s view on
climate justice from inside the event in the article which follows this one.
So where was God in COP26? Obviously, there was no formal religious
content to the event but, I suggest, there are hints that the Spirit of God
has been moving and is moving among the peoples of the world.
• Many of the leaders at COP26 have grandchildren and it is clear they
understand the need to provide a safe environment for them.
• Global ambition is greater than the wording of the Glasgow Climate
Pact may suggest, for the Pact is the lowest common denominator, the
most that every single one of the 196 countries represented there
could agree. Many countries are more committed to positive action
than the Pact may suggest.
• An argument sometimes heard against combatting climate change is:
why should British people make sacrifices when others are also
responsible? That argument is now well and truly refuted. The Pact is
a commitment by all nations to do their bit; every promise is step
forward in mutual encouragement.
• By and large the business world has greater ambition for climate
renewal than their governments require, for they understand that this
is both morally and economically wise. Emma Pinchbeck, the CEO of
Energy UK, the trade association for the UK energy industry, said on
BBC Question Time that “If you stick to fossil fuels you’re going to get
left behind where the economy is going.” and that “the private sector
is moving faster than government” on green credentials, and that
businesses have been "very very annoyed" at [the failures of] COP26.”

19

James Murray, editor of industry news website Business Green, has
written that the Glasgow Climate Pact sends the clearest signal yet to
investors everywhere that carbon intensive assets are at serious risk.
• So what the protesters are achieving - and no-one attending dared to
denounce their message - is to challenge the whole direction of ‘the
market’, that seemingly god-like entity at the heart of capitalism, so
that slowly ‘the market’ is making losers of the environmentally
irresponsible.
(Regarding activists, Pinchbeck recently visited her old high school and
found that “teenagers are terrifyingly engaged and bright” compared
to when she was that age.)
• James Murray thinks that while COP26 was an inadequate response to
a global emergency, it was a really important and historic step forward
on one of the most important journeys human civilisation will ever
make. He wrote: “COP26 delivered a historic global moment that
made it crystal clear that climate action is a top priority for
governments and businesses almost everywhere.” Writing in the
Financial Times, Gillian Tett notes that while the Paris climate summit
was dominated by environment ministers, scientists and activists,
COP26 had business leaders and financiers.
• Tett also notes the emphasis on scrutiny and transparency at COP26,
both among the Parties involved and the wider world. We, the public,
want to know how governments and businesses are taking positive
action. We might say that God is watching, and we are God’s eyes.
• Beyond the consensus agreements in the Glasgow Climate Pact there
were other commitments. For example, numerous countries, cities,
and businesses pledged to ban combustion engine cars by 2035. As Tett
puts it, the “elites’ sense of normality is shifting.”
• On the charge that COP26 was woeful, that it was just “blah, blah,
blah”, James Murray says: “There is no way to tackle a global crisis
without global co-operation between countries, each of which have
their own national interests and concerns. COP26 managed to
transcend an incredibly messy and divided geopolitical landscape to
deliver a genuinely impressive series of breakthroughs…”
At the end of COP26 UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said: “our
fragile planet is hanging by a thread - we are still knocking on the door of
climate catastrophe.” So, while there are signs of hope, there still much
to pray for and much to do.
Peter Henderson
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What is Hope at COP26?

In a talk I attended in the Green Zone this afternoon, Onjali Raúf (Founder
of Making Herstory, a women's rights organisation tackling the abuse and
trafficking of women and girls in the UK and beyond), told the story of a
Nigerian man she had spoken to. His family had lived on land passed down
through generations for 800+ years. Yet, this land was recently stolen by a
UK supermarket that took it to grow “Fairtrade” roses. The soil was
degraded, just as was his chance for survival.

I write this just shortly after holding a friend, in her bed, after a day at
COP26. We held each other as silent tears fell down our cheeks. Our work
and our love for the planet, and the people and wildlife that depend on it,
took us to COP26 this week.
It is so conflicting to be inside the set out areas. The corporate sponsors Sky, Minecraft, Sainsbury, GSK etc. - are in this huge, sterile space which
most people simply pass through because, unsurprisingly, those on these
stalls do not have much interesting or meaningful conversation about the
Climate Emergency. The small space where local and grass-roots
organisations are set up, and change every day, is buzzing. This is where
the energy is and discussions are interesting.
I feel that this is a good metaphor for the whole conference: faceless,
corporate companies being given the space and access to negotiations,
when they are all still invested in fossil fuel industries and 'business as
usual'. Nothing brave or necessary will come out of these discussions with
these people in the room.
With all this going on, the grass roots organisations, youth and indigenous
movements, lobby group and academic experts are pushed to the
outskirts, quite literally in totally different buildings where those who
make decisions will be unable to interact with their messages.
So, I have been feeling a constant pull between disappointment and joy;
fear and hope; embarrassment and excitement - as I notice the corporate
advertising against the spaces where brave, intelligent action takes place.
So, do we feel hopeful? That's a very hard question to answer.
Looking at those invited to the discussion - the 503 members from fossil
fuel companies, more than the combined number of delegates from
Nations most affected by climate change and dwarfing the UNFCCC’s
indigenous constituency by 2:1. Hopeful? No. Not even close.
Those, so-called ‘Leaders’, have taken the spaces at the table that would
be better used by those who truly understand ecosystems because they
live in harmony with nature and have done for generations; those who
have experienced forced migration; know how devastating the impacts of
climate change are on every single day life. Yet, they are not there. Either
they were not invited to COP or it was inaccessible for them. They were
overlooked - as they have been throughout history as those from the
Global North (including USA, Australia and Europe) took land, water,
energy and resources of all natures.

He came to the UK to ask why this had happened. He hoped he might be
offered land here in return, a home for the one that was stripped from
him. But, he was told to leave, to ‘Go home’, but the place that was no
longer available to him.
Let me return to my friend that I hold under a duvet in Glasgow, ironically
embroidered with bees. At a memorial for a friend of ours a few months
ago, we stood on a beach as the winter sun set behind us. Long shadows
pulled out in front of us. She had told us to see those shadows, respect
them, and remember to turn to the light that made them. Shadows will
always be present in our lives: grief, despair, disappointment, loss… Yet
these shadows exist because of one crucial element: love. We feel pain
when someone or something dies because we have loved and lost. We
grieve the loss of that loved person, habitat, home or species.
So, where love is the light that creates shadows, who or what are the
lights at COP26?
From where I am standing, it is those who came, even though they
weren’t invited; those that founded organisations and movements because
they saw the need for action and recognised a moral duty to act; those
whose lives, homes, culture and heritage have been wiped out by the
Global North, but come to challenge in spite of a precedent of disrespect;
young people, from all over the world, who will be in roles of significant
influence in just a few years. This cannot come soon enough!
Globally, those in positions of authority are changing: women are in
leadership roles; Indigenous Peoples and those from nations most affected
by climate change are being heard; LGBTQIA+ are being recognised and
able to represent their communities in social and political spheres; faith
groups are collaborating; young people are finding how to be involved in
decision-making despite being left out of the voting arena.
This fills me with hope. The opportunity for change and for meaningful
discussion with those that truly believe in a more just and equitable
world, and are willing to go out and make it happen.
Naomi Arnold
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Hope is the thing with feathers

The language of the first two lines suggests the weightlessness that hope
brings with it: the upward motion of the wind ruffling through feathers;
the lightness of a tiny bird on its perch, ready at a moment’s notice to
flutter away.

‘Hope’ is the thing with feathers –
That perches in the soul –
And sings the tune without the words –
And never stops – at all –
And sweetest – in the Gale – is heard –
And sore must be the storm –
That could abash the little Bird
That kept so many warm –
I’ve heard it in the chillest land –
And on the strangest Sea –
Yet – never – in Extremity,
It asked a crumb – of me.
“‘Hope’ is the thing with feathers” was written by Emily Dickinson
(1830-1886) who was born in Amherst, Massachusetts. It was written in
1862, a prolific year for her poetry, one of nearly 1,800 poems she penned
during her lifetime. Only seven of these were published while she was still
alive. Her sister, Lavinia, collected and helped publish all her poems after
Emily’s death in 1886. Dickinson seems to have been a recluse for most of
her adult life, living a quiet and secluded life at the family home, only
rarely venturing out. Quiet and timid, she never married or actively
sought a permanent relationship, despite correspondence with several
older men she viewed as her protectors.
Since the literal world she inhabited was small, her subject matter was
limited but focused. Her garden was one of her greatest passions and
appeared often in her writing. This seclusion also influenced her poetic
voice – her poetry sings of the possibility of dreams not yet realised. Very
few of Dickinson’s poems were published when she was alive, and the
depth of her poetry was not known until her family discovered her
collection of poems after her death. Today, Dickinson is one of the most
appreciated American poets.
In this short but beautiful poem, Dickinson likens hope itself to a creature
of flight. Her poems rarely had titles and so the first line of the poem is
used. This poem is one of her best known. An extended metaphor, it likens
the concept of hope to a feathered bird that is permanently perched in
the soul of every human. There it sings, never stopping in its quest to
inspire.

The poem sings of the robust, enduring nature of hope. The picture of a
tiny bird against great storms and gales reminds the reader of the
immense power that even the smallest fragment of hope can hold, no
matter how deep in the soul it is buried. Dickinson contrasts the
“chillest”, “strange” possibilities of the world we all face with the
sweetness and warmth of the little bird.
Many of Dickinson’s poems glowed with promise and possibility. “‘Hope’ is
the thing with feathers” simply and eloquently acknowledges the enduring
human capability for hope.
The poem stands out as a reminder to all—no matter the circumstances,
each and every one of us has this entity within that is always there to help
us out.
Hope wells up in the heart and soul yet who knows where it comes from?
What gives you hope? What gives you the strength to carry on? What voice
do you hear, despite the noise at the height of the storm.
Clare Callanan

MAGAZINE DEADLINE
Contributions for the January 2022 magazine should be with the
Editor
Peter Henderson - 14 Somerset Avenue, Taunton, TA1 5HU
Telephone: 01823 254668 - e-mail: tauntonurc.mag@gmail.com
by MONDAY 6th DECEMBER 2021 (or earlier) please.
The theme will be Renewal.
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Helping United Reformed Churches
work for a fairer world and for
peace with justice, recognising
that change and response starts
with each one of us.

Bangladesh Community members gather
during needs assessment after
flash floods in Haor floods.
Credit: Shakeb Nabi/ Christian Aid.

Envelopes for your donations and
Information Leaflets are available
in the Dora Cox Room. Please feel
free to put in what you can, when
you can, no amount is too small.
Revd Dr Kevin Snyman - Commitment for Life Programme Officer,
Suzanne Pearson - Commitment for Life Administrative Assistant

Central America

Moving Stories
News from our Partners around the World

News from Bangladesh
POWER TO THE PEOPLE
Christian Aid works hard to shift
the balance of power in decision
making to the local level.
The current international
humanitarian system in Bangladesh
tends to be dominated by a few,
large international organisations.
These end up working with
sizeable international actors, who
frequently ignore local and
national actors. This creates an
imbalanced power relation
between international agencies
and local ones. Locals end up on
the periphery of a humanitarian
response, and all that local
knowledge, leadership, and
capacity for decision making is
lost.

One of our trusted partners in
Bangladesh is ‘GUK.’ They work
with locals to enable sustainable
change in the livelihoods of
communities living in extreme
poverty. GUK is well-known locally
for its work with women, who are
among the poorest of people in
Bangladesh. GUK specialises in
resilient livelihoods development,
climate change, disaster risk
reduction, gender and women’s
empowerment, and good
governance accountability. Inspired
by the belief in ‘release not
relief’, GUK works with socially
marginalised individuals and
communities to bring about
positive and self-sustaining change.

Poverty Facts: El Salvador
1. In El Salvador, one of the
Central America countries
supported by Commitment for Life,
25 % of children below the age of 5
face extreme poverty . 36 % of the
rural population lives in poverty.
2. Urbanisation is a problem
developing countries face as cities
grow and become a hub for
economic, medical and commercial
activity. This causes problems for
those in rural areas as they have
less and less access to resources.
Currently, 60.3 % of citizens live in
urban areas. This results in greater
poverty for the people outside of
cities.
3. El Salvadorans are also
constantly at risk of facing greater
challenges due to natural disasters.
World Vision reports that the
country “experiences frequent
earthquakes and volcanic activity,
making it known as the ‘land of
volcanoes.” In December of 2013,

the Chaparrastique volcano in
eastern El Salvador erupted and
caused the evacuation of 5,000
people.
4. Leaf rust has caused problems
for the coffee industry in El
Salvador, which is an important
source of income for the country’s
economy. Heavy rain and wind
carry rust spores from plantations
to other plantations miles away.
Christian Aid’s partners in El
Salvador do incredible in
supporting some of their most
vulnerable communities.
Commitment for Life has been
incredibly honoured to be a
Christian Aid partner in support of
Central America since we became
involved in the region back in
2 0 1 3 / 2 0 1 4 . A s y o u k n o w,
Commitment for Life will reduce
our global regions from four to
three at which time our Central
America involvement will come to
an end.
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An article recycled from the Creech Community News
from a few years ago. Things have improved… a bit.

Zimbabwe
Poverty Facts: Zimbabwe
- Po v e r t y a f f e c t s 7 6 . 3 % o f
Zimbabwean children living in rural
a r e a s . Ro u g h l y 7 4 % o f t h e
population lives on £5.00 a day and
the average wage per month is
around £230.
- Half of Zimbabwe’s 13.5 million
people live below the food poverty
line. - About 3.5 million children
are chronically hungry.
- Approximately 1.3 million
Zimbabweans were living with HIV
as of 2016. However, the number
of HIV cases has been declining
since 1997 because of improved
prevention, treatment and
support.
- About 60% of rural Zimbabwean
women face period poverty,
meaning they lack access to
menstrual supplies or education.
Girls who experience period
poverty miss an estimated 20% of
their school life.

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

- Due to famine and the HIV/AIDS
crisis, the average life expectancy
for a Zimbabwean was only 61
years as of 2018. However, life
expectancy has steadily risen since
2002 when it was only 44 years. In
2019, two million Zimbabweans
had no access to safe drinking
water due to drought.
Commitment for Life has
supported Christian Aid’s work in
Zimbabwe for decades. Sometimes
is feels like just a drop in the
ocean, but for tens of thousands of
Zimbabweans, your prayers,
advocacy, and generosity can be
the difference between life and
death. Thank you for your support!

Prayer Time
Heaven and earth are filled with your praises, O Creator God!
You taught us to love to lilies, the birds, and our neighbour.
Help us forgive all debt as You taught us in prayer; to lives beyond the
reaches of unjust economic systems that devastate the earth.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

I started recycling long before there was a word for
it, or it was ‘fashionable’ to do so. I lived overseas in a landlocked
country under sanctions over 40 years ago, where it was the way of life to
make everything go as far as possible, washing kitchen foil and plastic
bags to reuse them. Bottles were washed out and returned to the store to
get the deposit back. The contents of a bottle of Coca Cola were cheaper
than the deposit and I often had $20 back at the end of the month!!
Children’s clothes were passed on when they were grown out of, or given
to jumble sales for people who had little of their own. My son’s high
school had a thrift shop for uniforms – for example a new blazer would
have cost me over $100 but I got a used one in good condition for $15.
I came to England, where I worked for a packaging company and
everything that was possible to recycle was recycled. I’m still using boxes
that were made by that company, which fell by the wayside eight years
ago. Fast forward to redundancy, and I ended up working for a branch of
the council where I was horrified at how little was being recycled from
our offices (white paper and magazines only). After a lot of chuntering on
my part, I was tasked with finding the best way to recycle from work.
Eventually we were recycling not only our own plastic, metal cans,
cardboard, paper etc, but also for the department in the next building
and our Barnstaple office, with a monthly Recycling Newsletter emailed
around and posted on the office wall!
I’ve just arrived in Creech St Michael from Exeter, and find that what can
be recycled differs from area to area. Things that I could happily chuck in
my recycling bin in Exeter are rejected here (yoghurt cartons, milk bottle
tops etc). We do have food waste collections here, which is good, though
all my peelings and used teabags went to making compost, and at one
point I had a worm bin for cooked food which was great fun, but I think
the worms themselves got cooked during very hot weather. I still hope to
recycle more from home, and have started a ‘tip’ bag for the cartons and
lids and things as I understand the Household Waste Recycling Centre have
containers for plastics that aren’t currently acceptable.
So, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle – and make things better for all of us.
Meg Cardy
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OFFICE HOLDERS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF
TAUNTON UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Car-Park ................................................................................. Eryl Harris
Christian Aid .................................................................... Maralyn Bickham
Church Heating ........................................... Church Administrator (see page 1)
Church Secretary.................................................. Sue Ingham (07818 637155)
Commitment for Life Contact ...................................................... Sue Ingham
FINANCE - Treasurer ................................................................... Eryl Harris
FINANCE - Covenant Collections .................................................. Paula Powell
Flowers ............................................................. Pam Elliott, Sheila Woolvin
Letting Secretary ........................................ Church Administrator (see page 1)
Magazine Distributor ............................................ Dawn Wright (01823 331800)
Magazine Editor ............................................. Peter Henderson (01823 254668)
Prayer Handbook ....................................................................................
Property ............................................................................... Stuart Trott
Pulpit Supply .............................................. Church Administrator (see page 1)
Reform Magazine ................................................................ Pamela Bamber
Social and Arts Group ............... Janet Sowerbutts, Sheila Rudofsky (01823 617411)
Sound .................................................................................. Paul Cottrill
Sunday Coffee Organiser ....................................................... Pamela Bamber
Sunday News-Sheet ...................................................... the Church Secretary
Synod Representative ............................................................... Sue Ingham
World Day of Prayer ........................................................... Maralyn Bickham

Taunton United Reformed Church
Vision Statement

For the sake of the Gospel, we will be:
✦

a church that welcomes, whoever you are

✦

a church that cares and responds with action

✦

a church that works with others and plays its part
in the community

✦

a church that knows and shares the love of God

✦

a church that is growing in faith and knowledge
of God

✦

a church full of hope and joy

SERVING ELDERS
Sue Ingham
Secretary
07818 637155

Meg Cardy
01823 443245

Stuart Trott
01823 281551

Sunday duties
Duty Elder
5 Dec
12 Dec
19 Dec
26 Dec
2 Jan

Meg
Stuart
Sue
No service
Eryl

Communion Elders
Sue

Eryl

Stuart

Meg

Zoom host
Frank
Sue
Eryl
n/a
tbd

