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From the Editor

It can addle your brain being the editor of an almost 
monthly magazine: it’s the middle of July and all 
I’ve been thinking about is August, August, 
September - (which reminds me: does anyone want 
to take this over?) - September because I’m 
wondering about a theme for the next issue.

So, back in May, I thought that a theme based on   
the link between ‘holiday’ and ‘holy day’ might be topical; or that 
‘aspects of life that are a special gift’ might be timeless. Well, two or 
three of you rose to the challenge with joyously varied contributions. 
Now, what theme to choose for September? Would specifying a theme be 
useful in encouraging you to share something?

By the way, if there is a theme, appropriate for a church magazine, that 
you think would make a future issue all the more interesting, I would be 
happy to know.

I have also been wondering whether September’s issue should be the one 
where we return to having more detail about what is going on in and 
around the church; and that depends on how much is likely to be going 
on. But, as I write this on 16th July, it is uncertain whether the ending of 
all Covid regulations definitely taking place next Monday will happen. It is 
no wonder that many of us are tired.

Back to this issue. I have received some photographs, and made a few 
myself, so the colour centre pages have returned this month. Beyond the 
usual features and themed ones, there are reports from the groups set up 
to think about ministerial functions once Susan leaves us at the end of 
August. Looking ahead to the delayed COP26 meeting in Glasgow in 
November, I have reproduced part of the JPIT briefing (actually, I have 
shoe-horned it in after prioritising your contributions).

September covers most of the season of creation-tide, so the theme for 
the next issue will be: the gift of creation. I am hoping you will send me 
words and pictures that will help readers to see how you view the wonder 
of creation and creativity, hopefully one step beyond ‘this is nice’ to how 
this is a blessing from God.

Peter Henderson

Cover picture: 
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Forthcoming Church Services

Sundays at 10:30am at the United Reformed Church, Paul Street and on 
Zoom - please ask if you need the invitation link to worship online

 1 Aug Morning worship led by Mr Ron Williams with the Revd
  Peter Henderson preaching (includes The Lord’s Supper)

 8 Aug Morning worship led by the Revd Iain McDonald

 15 Aug Morning worship led by the Revd Dr Susan Durber

 22 Aug United Three Churches’ Service – at the URC,
  Celebrating Creation led by the three ministers

 also 2:30pm    A Service of Thanksgiving at church for those 
  who have died during the Covid period. All are welcome.

 29 Aug Morning worship led by the Revd Dr Susan Durber
  - Susan’s last Sunday (service followed by lunch together)

 5 Sept Morning worship led by the Revd Clare Callanan
  (includes The Lord’s Supper)

Weekly Activities
at the time of publication these are:

 Tuesdays at 11:00am Prayers in the time of pandemic (for NHS, 
for patients and health workers (on Zoom)

 Tuesdays at 11:30am Zoom coffee morning  All welcome
 Wednesdays 9:30am - 12:30 Work-Wise in the church hall: offering 

support with all aspects of job seeking

Other Notable Dates
 22 July – 11 August The Minister is on holiday.
 Monday 16 August Magazine deadline
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From your minister:

Dear friends, 

Inspired by our magazine editor, I’ve been pondering 
the meaning and gift of holidays. Most of us during 
the past eighteen months or so have not been able 
to have the kinds of holidays we might have dreamed 
of. And indeed we have all, across society, been 
engaged in all sorts of rethinking about holidays and 
not only because of Covid. We all know that it’s better 

for the planet if we don’t engage in travel that uses fossil fuels. We are all 
becoming much more aware that travel has an impact on the planet and 
that some places are now best left alone. We are all also more aware than 
perhaps we once were that there is an injustice when some of the world’s 
population are enthusiastic travellers while many more work in low paid 
jobs to make that possible. And I know too that many of us so enjoy and 
delight in the opportunity to go away, to see a different horizon, to swim 
in a warm sea, to feel the sun on our faces and to listen to the beat of a 
different culture. I know how much I need and will benefit from a holiday 
by the sea with fewer cares and a slower pace of life. 

But I have come to realise that holidays are not just about rest. And I 
think there is something really special about the kind of holiday in which 
almost everyone is engaging, and there is something in me that likes the 
kind of public holidays in which we are sharing in it together. I know it’s 
awful when the roads are all jammed and the beaches are crowded, but 
nonetheless I rather enjoy the feeling that we are in it together and that 
we are all celebrating something. I think this is why, though I really don’t 
need to anymore, I enjoy taking holidays when the schools are off. 
Perhaps I need a sense of permission to be on holiday. But I also enjoy 
the sensation not just of having time ‘off’, but having time that is special 
and that is focussed ‘on’ something. I sometimes think I belong in the 
Middle Ages really, when holidays were really ‘holy days’, when they 
celebrated the stories, events and saints at the heart of our faith. I love to 
celebrate somebody or remember something or engage in holy day 
rituals. I don’t want to have just empty days (well not often…) so much as 
days that are full of wonderful memories, events and meaning. 
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I love to look up what day it is and who we might be celebrating, even on 
any ordinary Tuesday or Thursday – and there’s always something or 
somebody to mark. Perhaps I’m greedy, but I want more than just time to 
fill with relaxing – I love time that is made really special because it is a 
day to celebrate the faith that, more and more, shapes my days and my 
life. I don’t know whether you feel this too, but Christmas is still, for me, a 
day that really feels different from all other days. And I think the best holy 
days are a bit like that too. They carry that sense of the world beyond the 
walls of this one, the sense that no matter what ordinary days are like, 
there is something extraordinary just waiting to break through. 

Jesus was fond of telling us to become like little children. They know 
about the holiness of days I think. Remember how special birthdays are 
when you are a child, how you look forward to them and can’t sleep the 
night before and how magical and wondrous they feel on the day. That’s 
the way to live I think. I wish now I had made more of all your birthdays – 
because a birthday is a day to celebrate that we exist, that in all our 
uniqueness we are present and part of the world. I’ve always enjoyed the 
fact that my own birthday falls, almost invariably, within holiday time. 
Birthdays are a kind of holy day – or can be if we make them like that. 

Throughout the months of the pandemic I’ve heard many people say 
that each day feels the same, and that life just becomes boring and 
bland, with no markers and milestones. Well, I suggest, as an alternative 
to that, rigorous observance of the Christian year – and then each day 
(almost) can be a holy day, a day to celebrate a part of the story or 
someone’s remarkable contribution to it. Each day can, if you make it so, 
be a gift and worthy of celebration and rejoicing. 

I’m looking forward to some time away on holiday. But I shall also be 
aware of the holy days, the saints’ days, the feast of the Transfiguration 
(August 6th), the Sundays enjoyed in churches where I am contentedly in 
the congregation, the precious and unfolding story of our shared faith 
which carries to us more gifts than we can unwrap and more graces than 
we can imagine. I hope you will find holidays, of whatever kind, and holy 
days too. 

Your minister,

Susan
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Prayers for each day of a week: 
based on the seven days of creation

Monday: Let there be light…

God of the light,
I thank you for the gift of this day:
for the light and the shadows,
for the sun that brings life to the fields,
for solar power and harnessed energy,
morning glory and bright lit hours. 
May my prayer today be like bathing in your love’s warmth,
and let be me a ray of sun to those I meet. 

Tuesday: God called the dome sky…

God, who created the sky and the heavens,
the moon and stars we see
and the multiverses we can barely imagine,
let me pray in silence amidst your vast creation
and sense both my smallness and my significance. 
I give you praise that creation
has made possible the existence of deep space
and my own presence in this moment.
Let me look intently at the clouds and the blue of the day,
let my eyes rise to admire the stars at night
and from my tiny voice let praise be heard,
before an infinite sky….

Wednesday: The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed 

of every kind…

Thank you God, for the world so green,
for the vegetables and vitamins that sustain my life,
for flowers rich in fragrant beauty,
and the trees giving us the breath we need.  
As I eat today, may my gratitude be deepened.
As I give or receive flowers,
prepare food or enjoy a garden,
may I, in them, know your presence and your grace,
and give thanks. 
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Thursday: Let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and 

years…

God, you have been with me throughout my whole life,
in every season, day and year. 
I recall before you the times I was most carefree and joyful. 
And I remember the seasons of sorrow, pain and regret.
I offer to you this time and season that I am living in now,
that whatever befalls me I may have the grace to live it fully,
with grace and generosity,
especially towards those at a different stage of life,
and whose season is not the same as mine. 
May each day be made holy and each year be lived in your light. 

Friday: So God created every living creature that moves…

God of all things living,
Creator of all the species of animal and reptile, bird and insect,
I rejoice in the great circle of life that you have made. 
I thank you for animals I love and treasure,
for those I enjoy discovering and wondering at,
and also for those that scare me or endanger me.
I lament the loss of species 
and the threat of such loss to the balance of life
and I pray for a world in which all your creatures will be honoured and 
preserved. 
Let the creatures flourish and all creation find harmony. 

Saturday:  Let us make humankind in our image…

Thank you God for creating us all in your image. 
As I look into the face of any human being
may I know that I look upon your likeness.
As I share life, work and worship with other people,
may I know that there I see your face.
Give me courage to honour all people
as I speak and act, in all I purchase with my money,
as I vote or frame my views. 
Open my own ears to hear your voice,
to see you image and to know your presence, 
in every person and in all humankind. 

continued over the page
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Prayers for each day of a week

Sunday:  God finished the work… and rested on the seventh day

God of the sabbath, 
help me truly to rest,
to find the space where I can be restored,
the time simply to celebrate your creation,
and to enjoy you, forever. 
Glory be to you, God of all creation!

Revised Common Lectionary
for forthcoming Sundays

Revised Common Lectionary
for forthcoming Sundays

Revised Common Lectionary
for forthcoming Sundays

1 August 8 August 15 August

Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15
Psalm 78:23-29
Ephesians 4:1-16
John 6:24-35

1 Kings 19:4-8 
Psalm 34:1-8 
Ephesians 4:25—5:2 
John 6:35, 41-51

Proverbs 9:1-6 
Psalm 34:9-14 
Ephesians 5:15-20 
John 6:51-58

22 August 29 August 5 September

Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18
Psalm 34:15-22
Ephesians 6:10-20 
John 6:56-69

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9
Psalm 15
James 1:17-27
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Isaiah 35:4-7a
Psalm 146
James 2:1-17 
Mark 7:24-37
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Daily devotions and Sundays too

There are still regular posts of worship resources from the URC – 
through the Daily Devotions link: https://devotions.urc.org.uk 

From 10am each Sunday (now well into next year), there is material 
to read and follow (including readings, hymns, prayers, a sermon…) 
OR you can listen on-line to a recording and join in that way. 

Church Family News

Denis Newman

It is with sadness that we report that the Rev’d Denis Newman died on 
30th June following an extensive period of deterioration in his health. A 
funeral service giving thanks for his life was held in the church on 21st 
July. Please pray for Helen and for their children and wider family.

You will find an obituary for Denis on page 17.

Strawberry Tea

The Strawberry Tea on Saturday 26th June, organised by the Social and 
Arts Group, benefitted from some of the best weather of the summer so 
far. Donations for Love Musgrove were invited, and these were added to 
funds already donated but remaining after purchase of toiletries for staff 
on Covid wards (see April issue). A total of £237.66 has been sent to Love 
Musgrove.

Photographs of the event can be found on page 14

Birthday Corner

Special greetings to those in our wider fellowship who have a birthday in 
August. May God bless you all …

2 Susan Durber

17 Janet Sowerbutts

20 Diana Holmes

25 Andrew Powell
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Ongoing church life

The Church Meeting on Sunday 18th July discussed, among other things, 
the patterns of church life in the future once our Minister, Susan, has 
departed. Two groups that have been set up in relation to this, a Worship 
Group and a Pastoral Care Group, gave reports to the Church Meeting; 
these are reproduced on pages 11 and 12.

Further to the publication of their report the Pastoral Group have added 
the following:

Our aim is to foster a culture of care 
across the congregation

Pastoral Care is going to be crucial as the church goes through this time of 
significant loss and change. By the time you read this magazine you would 
have heard about the formation of pastoral Bubbles. We are praying that 
that these will help us keep in caring contact with each other. We are 
calling on all those who are able to help to enable us to achieve this.

When you have made up your Bubble please advise Eryl Harris before 8th 
August if possible.

Pastoral Team

It is also planned to have a Pastoral Team who will undertake various 
responsibilities and duties such as:  visiting the house bound, visit those in 
hospital, be with someone suffering bereavement, serve a member with a 
practical emergency and talking about our faith.

We do not pretend to have all the answers but there is a team of us. We 
too can seek advice. But if you have a concern do not hesitate to contact 
one of us. 

The Pastoral Team is:

Mrs Isobel Tosh Robb, Mrs Meg Cardy, Dr Eryl Harris, Mrs Sheena Helliar, 
Miss Sue Ingham, and Revd. Janet Sowerbutts.
If you would like to join the team please let Janet know.

Janet Sowerbutts
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Pastoral Care – The Way Forward?

Document discussed at Church Meeting.

We are facing a period of change at Taunton URC as Susan is leaving and it 
will be some while before she is likely to be replaced.  We also have a 
very small eldership who will have many calls on their time in the next 
few months.  We are having to revisit the ways that we do many things 
and need to realise that this may actually be an opportunity to look at 
things with fresh eyes.  Necessity certainly is the mother of invention!

The current system of Pastoral Care where each elder has a “visiting list” 
has to be reviewed if it is to remain effective and we can all play our part 
in this.  We are a community who care for each other as the way we have 
survived Covid has shown and we want to build on what we have learnt in 
the last fifteen months or so.

The Pastoral Group that has met is suggesting the following as a way 
forward. We form “Pastoral Bubbles” of between 3 and 6 people who will 
be able to offer each other care and support (this could be in person or by 
phone).  In addition to this there will be a Church Pastoral Team whose 
names and contact details will be made available in the magazine.  The 
members of this group may or may not be Elders of the church but they 
will all be people you know well and they will all receive appropriate 
Safeguarding training.  They will try and spot needs that become obvious 
and can be contacted by any member of the church requiring support for 
themselves or others.  The sort of things they would do would be to visit 
the housebound with the offer of communion, to offer practical help in an 
emergency, to talk about faith…  The list goes on.  The members of the 
team will not have all the answers but will work together to help and will 
be able to seek help from others outside if it is needed.  This group would 
also be responsible for making contact with visitors/potential new 
members of the church.  

So really what we are suggesting is a way of formalising the friendship 
groups and support networks that have built up in the church over many 
years in such a way that everyone knows that support is available and how 
to access it.  

We would welcome your thoughts.

Eryl Harris (on behalf of the Pastoral Team)
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Report of the Worship Group

A few weeks ago you were invited to volunteer for either the pastoral or 
worship group. Clare Callanan, Philip Jones, Sheila Rudofsky, Stuart Trott 
and Sue Ingham offered for the worship group.

We met for the first time on 24th June.  Directions for the group were set 
at an informal chat with Phil Nevard, Synod’s Interim Minister. Our main 
task was to recommend to the elders a pattern of sustained worship for 
the foreseeable future or until a minister was in place.  We have been 
richly blessed with Susan’s ministry and Covid conditions have meant that 
Susan’s weekly leading of worship had far exceeded her part time 
ministry. We all know that ministers are in very short supply.

 Our discussion was very positive with Clare and Philip offering to conduct 
worship once a month.  Sue and Viv also offered to lead and Sheila was 
willing to job share.  We looked at different styles of worship and 
recommended that the fifth Sunday of the month in 2022 could be Café 
style. This meant a more interactive service with several people invited to 
take part. Worship with Temple and special occasions with St. John’s 
would continue once restrictions were lifted.  We welcome offers of 
leadership that would help Ron in his search for pulpit leaders in addition 
to those who regularly lead worship from outside our congregation.

 It was recommended that we would not plan for a mid week service in 
the autumn but we would return to the possibility at a later date. We 
acknowledged that we needed to settle into a new plan of worship both in 
the church and on zoom without spreading leadership too thinly.  The 
group was very mindful of how we might plan to offer worship to the 
residents of the new housing accommodation opposite the church.  We 
were aware also of the impact Covid had on the well being of the 
neighbourhood and the need for a space for some people working from 
home. There were a number of issues to be addressed at the next meeting 
planned for September 21st.

The worship group is not intended to continue once a pattern has been 
established. We are very anxious to hear your ideas and suggestions of 
help.  For a small congregation we are rich in people resources, let us 
continue to build on the creative ministry Susan and others have given  to 
us.

Sheila Rudofsky (on behalf of the Worship Group)
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Gifts of everyday life

Clare Callanan shows how being attentive can yield rewards on a simple walk 

along the canal tow-path.
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A grand day out

About 30 people gathered in the church garden for the Strawberry Tea on the 

afternoon of Saturday 26th June - ‘about 30’ because the people who had 

volunteered for the excellent table service seemed to be constantly on the 

move, so counting was difficult. And then there were those in the kitchen; 

were these the same people? We weren’t allowed in to see.

W h a t w a s c l e a r w a s t h a t t h e 

opportunity to meet others across a 

table was welcome. As with a café, 

wearing a face mask was required but 

only until one sat down. Then the 

eating and drinking could begin! 

There was a plentiful supply of cream 

teas, and it would have been easy to 

over-indulge had conversation not been 

the priority.
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It was probably the sunniest day of 

the month, so the shelter provided 

by the gazebos and sun-shades was 

appreciated.

These had been provided and 

erected by Frank Callanan (bottom 

right).

M e a n w h i l e , C l a r e w a s 

delivering cream teas to 

members of our fellowship 

who were unable to attend.

Clare had also made the 

bunting.

A musical intermission was 

provided by Ruth and Susan 

s i ng i ng a s e l ec t i on o f 

spirituals.

All who came were thankful 

that the Social and Arts 

Group had organised this.
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More gifts of everyday life

Anticlockwise from top right:

Blackberry flowers on bud and in blossom 

A mysterious moon

A young squirrel enjoying a snack

Scene in Maralyn’s garden

The ‘rare plant’ that was shown to Maralyn 

(see page 20)

Photographs by Peter Henderson and Maralyn 
Bickham
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Denis Newman  1929-2021

Denis was born in Leytonstone, in London, moved to Wanstead, also in 
London, but mainly grew up in Swindon. During the war years, his father 
away, Denis had to grow up quickly and take on adult responsibilities 
when in other times he might have been enjoying adolescence. During the 
last two years of the war he went to a Junior Technical School and learnt 
the basics of the building trade. He was then apprenticed to a bricklayer, 
but opted out of that to do Bible Courses in preparation for what he 
sensed would be some kind of ministry. 

Denis met Helen in 1949, in Teignmouth, and they were set on the path to 
their long and full marriage (engaged in 1951), though National Service 
intervened. Denis was in the R.A.M.C and served as a Nursing Orderly and 
an Operating Room Assistant. He had powerful memories of the challenges 
of those times, when he carried heavy responsibilities, especially given his 
age and lack of training. In his early twenties he had already seen 
something of life. Demobbed in 1951 (and engaged…), Denis returned to 
the building trade, but the following year began three years at All Nations 
College where he studied for a Diploma and met the college’s high 
demands for good grades. Denis and Helen married in 1954, while still at 
college, and Ruth was born in 1955. 

It was while on a student trip to Finedon that Denis met the Wesleyan 
Reform Union and in 1956 he was called to serve Rushden Mission WRU. 
Jean was born 15 minutes before an evening service, in 1956! The years 
following combined the births of two sons (Stephen in 1958 and Philip in 
1960), with another Diploma in Theology (this time from London 
University), and a call to Sleaford WRU and ordination to ministry. 

In 1963 Denis began a ‘tent-maker’ ministry (earning his own living in the 
building trade) with being minister to Upper Dean Congregational Church 
(having resigned from the Wesleyan Reform Union). And then in 1965 Denis 
was called to serve the well-known Bunyan Meeting in Bedford as Assistant 
Minister, whence began a settled and busy time in ministry with additional 
responsibilities within the Congregational Union too.  After ten years in 
Bedford, Denis and Helen went to serve churches in Leicester – and 
further study led to a Bachelor of Divinity degree from London University. 
After yet a further ten years there was a move to serve the Grimsby 
church (now a United Reformed Church), after the congregation had been 
through a difficult period. The time in Grimsby brought a deeper 
commitment to ecumenism and the beginnings of many years of 
responding to the needs of Romania. A further degree yet, a Master of 
Theology from Nottingham University, was also won. 
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After these decades of faithful ministry, of bringing up a family, of study 
and responding to the needs of the wider world, Denis reached retirement 
age. But there was a further call yet, to serve as the minister (part-time) 
in Minehead, where ecumenical commitments and work in and for 
Romania continued too. At 70 years old Denis (with Helen) moved to the 
bungalow they had already bought in Bishops Lydeard – though Denis gave 
oversight to a small church in North Petherton for another 3 years. 

There are countless people around the country who have valued Denis’ 
ministry and friendship – and so many testify that he was the most 
wonderful man. Many of us in the church at Taunton have known Denis 
through the years of retirement and we have all enjoyed knowing him and 
sharing faith with him. Until growing frailty prevented it, Denis would still 
take services (until about six years ago), was part of discussion groups and 
was seen even recently on Zoom, worshipping and being part of the 
community. He was always ready to embrace technology that would help 
him, and others, to remain included in whatever was going on. Thank God 
for Alexa! Denis was a great networker, a profound thinker and 

‘ponderer’, someone with a living faith 
that he was keen to reflect on and deepen. 
In recent years he wrote a book about his 
faith, the distilled thinking not so much of 
all those degrees, but of the years of 
discipleship and ministry. Denis was not a 
‘professional’ Christian – his faith was 
personal and it was a natural subject of 
conversation every day. He wanted to be 
faithful to Christ wherever life took him; 
whether it was a hospital ward, a care 
home or the front room in a hospital bed 
with carers coming in. 

We all knew too that Denis was the hub of 
his family and it is they who will miss him 
most. Denis and Helen’s 65th wedding 

anniversary was a very special celebration 
of their enduring love. It was so touching that, on Helen’s very recent 
birthday, there were flowers from Denis. We all loved his very human 
warmth, his understanding and his quiet presence. Even with his eyes 
darkened by degeneration, he could ‘see’ in the deepest sense most 
intently. He was an authentic person of great integrity and grace. And if 
he was not perfect he could be honest about that too. Many people will 
cherish memories of e-mails, conversations, ideas, prayers, memories and 
moments with Denis. One of his sons wrote the following: 
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“…he has been not only 'my' dad but also 'dad' to my sisters and brother. 
Then again, he's been granddad, and great-granddad, uncle, father-in-law 
and brother-in-law, brother and of course, husband. Still more, he's been 
son and son-in-law, grandson, nephew and cousin in his 92 years of life. 
Still more, he's been friend and minister to countless people throughout 
the course of his lifetime. Each term, each relationship, is rich with the 
profoundest significance.  We now hold deep memories in our own private 
or public ways. Against the forces that too often separate us as 
individuals, as we follow different paths through life, Dad worked to 
maintain the ties that bind, to keep family relationships strong, to 
strengthen bonds of Christian fellowship. All of that lay central to his 
being. I think he would not object to that being acknowledged and 
remembered. Indeed, I believe he would hope that such ties continue 
now that he has passed on, through family and friends, as life continues, 
new generations arrive and new relationships are forged." 

Thanks be to God for Denis.

Susan Durber
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Joint Public Issues Team briefing 1 
Why is the Glasgow Summit so important?

COP26 is an important moment for global climate policy. 
Scientists have warned that if global warming is not kept below 1.5°C 
above pre-industrial levels, the consequences are irreversible. At 
COP26, for the first time each nation will be asked to set a date for 
achieving net-zero carbon emissions. This is a more powerful 
objective than previous agreements, as net zero sets out a vision for 
carbon neutrality. Governments are also required to make explicit 
pledges about what they will achieve by 2030. Ahead of COP26, 
governments have been increasing their commitments. The COP is an 
opportunity for these to be stated and welcomed globally, and also to 
welcome the return of the United States to the Paris Agreement.

As the UK holds the presidency of COP26, it will play a key role in 
shaping discussion and ambition at the meeting. It can use this role to 
secure global commitments, and drive just and fair outcomes from 
talks.

As a member of the Conference of Parties (COP), the UK Government 
need to commit to its own ambitious targets for net-zero, and outline 
plans to achieve them.

Local, national, global - As Christians, we recognise that our neighbours spread

across the world, from local to national to global. Our calling to love our neighbour

means that we have a responsibility to seek partnership, listen well and prioritise

the needs of others. 

Advocacy and Transformation - As a Church, we can take this opportunity to

reflect on our own complicity in the climate crisis, and the steps we can take

towards change. At the same time, we can amplify our commitment to climate

justice by calling on the UK government to do the same. 

Caring for God’s creation - A central calling of Christianity is to live in a way which

enables both people and planet to flourish. As Churches and as part of a wider

body of faiths, we have a strong moral voice to bring as we approach COP26.

Just and Fair commitments - We need to recognise the injustices of the climate

crisis, and work towards responses that are fair for everyone. Higher emitting

countries must commit to ambitious targets for emissions reduction, as well as

paying their fair share to support rebuilding and resilience. Lower emitting

countries already on the frontlines need to be able to shape decisions about their

own future. 

Our Values: what are the churches saying?

In April 2021, the UK Government committed to cut carbon emissions 78% from

1991 levels by 2035. However, there has so far been a gap between the pledges the

UK government has made and the action they have taken to meet them. COP26

will be an opportunity to encourage the government to commit to concrete action

to close the gaps and keep the UK on track for net zero.

The UK subsidises fossil fuels by directly financing UK oil and gas projects,

charging a discounted 5% VAT rate for gas and electricity usage, and freezing fuel

duty successive budgets. Through ‘Make COP Count’, faith groups will be asking

the UK Government to end fossil fuel subsidies in the UK. 

UK Carbon reduction and net zero

Stop funding the expansion of fossil fuel energy

Spotlight on: Policy Campaigns

£
International climate finance
Countries on the frontlines of the climate crisis often do not have sufficient funds to

deal with loss and damage, resulting in an incredibly unequal and unjust impact

from global warming. There has been little progress at successive COP meetings to

get finance to address loss and damage on the agenda. Faith communities 

are calling for action to protect and support vulnerable people in the 

long term.



Aspects of life that are a special gift

I might be barking up the wrong tree on this one, but the older I have 
become and the more difficult life has turned out to be, there is one 
aspect of life that turns up time and time again which is the 
unpredictable. Maybe you're struggling with a financial matter which 
appears complicated and hard to fathom and then talking with someone 
else it turns out to be easy to solve.   You wake up in the morning and the 
rain is pouring down and you have an early appointment. You wonder how 
you are going to arrive at the appointment without turning up like a 
drowned rat! However, you step outside an hour later and the rain has 
almost stopped!

I was in my garden the other day when a lady called to me to tell me that 
I had a pretty garden and said that you obviously do a lot of work on it. 
I hope that other people will enjoy my garden - I'm always admiring other 
people's lovely gardens. Not a major thing, but most welcomed.

Late at night is often a good time for the unpredictable. A time if you're 
lucky to see a hedgehog maybe, friendly cats, foxes or badgers. I even 
came across a ferret one night walking confidently a foot away from me, 
looking like he knew exactly where he was going and not bothered by me 
at all.

One morning on the way to Lidl I met a lady collecting seeds belonging to 
a rare plant, she told me. She showed me a yellow flower looking a bit 
like a dandelion flower.

Sometimes you maybe feeling sad or a little low, but for some unexplained 
reason the mood passes and there's joy in its place.

Maralyn Bickham
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MAGAZINE DEADLINE 
Contributions for the September 2021 magazine should be with the 
Editor 
 Peter Henderson - 14 Somerset Avenue, Taunton, TA1 5HU 
 Telephone: 01823 254668 - e-mail: tauntonurc.mag@gmail.com
by MONDAY 16th AUGUST 2021 (or earlier)  please.

The theme for September is: the gift of creation (and creativity)

The Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT) is a partnership between the 
Baptist Union of Great Britain, the Methodist Church, and the 
United Reformed Church.

Joint Public Issues Team briefing 2 
Our values: What are the churches saying?

Caring for God’s creation - A central calling of Christianity is to live 
in a way which enables both people and planet to flourish. As 
Churches and as part of a wider body of faiths, we have a strong 
moral voice to bring as we approach COP26.

Just and Fair commitments - We need to recognise the injustices of 
the climate crisis, and work towards responses that are fair for 
everyone. Higher emitting countries must commit to ambitious targets 
for emissions reduction, as well as paying their fair share to support 
rebuilding and resilience. Lower emitting countries already on the 
frontlines need to be able to shape decisions about their own future.

Local, national, global - As Christians, we recognise that our 
neighbours spread across the world, from local to national to global. 
Our calling to love our neighbour means that we have a responsibility 
to seek partnership, listen well and prioritise the needs of others.

Advocacy and Transformation - As a Church, we can take this 
opportunity to reflect on our own complicity in the climate crisis, and 
the steps we can take towards change. At the same time, we can 
amplify our commitment to climate justice by calling on the UK 
government to do the same.

The journey to COP26

11-13th June: G7 summit in Carbis Bay; also:
The Young Christian Climate Network began its ‘Rise to the moment’ 
walk from Carbis Bay to Glasgow. They’re carrying the call for climate 
justice and creation care to be part of our theology and action.

1st September – 4th October: Season of Creation
Churches celebrate God our creator, and dedicate time in worship and 
prayer to explore our relationship with creation and pray for 
transformation, including Climate Sunday on a chosen Sunday.

1st to 12th November: COP26 meets in Glasgow.

Local, national, global - As Christians, we recognise that our neighbours spread

across the world, from local to national to global. Our calling to love our neighbour

means that we have a responsibility to seek partnership, listen well and prioritise

the needs of others. 

Advocacy and Transformation - As a Church, we can take this opportunity to

reflect on our own complicity in the climate crisis, and the steps we can take

towards change. At the same time, we can amplify our commitment to climate

justice by calling on the UK government to do the same. 

Caring for God’s creation - A central calling of Christianity is to live in a way which

enables both people and planet to flourish. As Churches and as part of a wider

body of faiths, we have a strong moral voice to bring as we approach COP26.

Just and Fair commitments - We need to recognise the injustices of the climate

crisis, and work towards responses that are fair for everyone. Higher emitting

countries must commit to ambitious targets for emissions reduction, as well as

paying their fair share to support rebuilding and resilience. Lower emitting

countries already on the frontlines need to be able to shape decisions about their

own future. 

Our Values: what are the churches saying?

In April 2021, the UK Government committed to cut carbon emissions 78% from

1991 levels by 2035. However, there has so far been a gap between the pledges the

UK government has made and the action they have taken to meet them. COP26

will be an opportunity to encourage the government to commit to concrete action

to close the gaps and keep the UK on track for net zero.

The UK subsidises fossil fuels by directly financing UK oil and gas projects,

charging a discounted 5% VAT rate for gas and electricity usage, and freezing fuel

duty successive budgets. Through ‘Make COP Count’, faith groups will be asking

the UK Government to end fossil fuel subsidies in the UK. 

UK Carbon reduction and net zero

Stop funding the expansion of fossil fuel energy

Spotlight on: Policy Campaigns

£
International climate finance
Countries on the frontlines of the climate crisis often do not have sufficient funds to

deal with loss and damage, resulting in an incredibly unequal and unjust impact

from global warming. There has been little progress at successive COP meetings to

get finance to address loss and damage on the agenda. Faith communities 

are calling for action to protect and support vulnerable people in the 

long term.
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Art – A Gift of God?

On any holiday or visit to another place, my steps will invariably lead me 
to the art galleries and exhibitions. From the privilege and splendour of 
the Uffizzi in Florence, the Rijkmuseum in Amsterdam, the Louvre in 
Paris, the Tate Modern, the Isabella Stewart Museum in Boston, the 

National Art Gallery in Washington, 
and the Galleries of Modern Art in 
Brisbane and Canberra, to the 
heartbreak and politics of the 
artwork on the Separation Wall in 
the West Bank, and of traumatised 
children in Palestinian refugee 
camps. 

Cave and catacomb paintings, 
Egyptian hieroglyphs, renaissance 
angels, mourning madonnas, Dutch 
interiors, abstract Mondrians and 
Picassos…all have captured me, and 
helped me to reflect, restore, cry, 

and even pray. These interactions have brought me joy mixed with awe 
and sometimes puzzlement. The story of the artist and of the subject is 
part of my journey with these art works, whether they are painters, 
sculptors, stone masons, wood turners, embroiderers or photographers. 
Art is one way that I attempt to understand and enjoy what is around me. 
I am seeing through someone else’s eyes and that gives me another 
perspective…literally! The gift given to the artist by the Creator is being 
shared with me, and I am immensely grateful for that. The use of the 
imagination to produce that image may project beyond time and space 
into a world that is differently coloured and configured. My imagination is 
freed by the artist, which itself is a gift. We can go wherever we want, 
whenever we want. I am aware that the other great gift I have is sight in 
order to see these works of art. My eye is able to detect 65000 shades of 
blue apparently…I wish I could even begin to imagine that! What a creator 
in every way.

I believe that art has meaning as art, because God thought it good to give 
art and beauty to humanity. Exodus 31:3 tells us that Bezalel was

"filled… with the divine spirit, with ability, intelligence and knowledge 
in every kind of craft, to devise artistic designs, to work in gold, silver 
and bronze…” 
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Banksy, terrorist with flowers
photo: young shanahan from Bratislava, 

Slovakia, Creative Commons BY 2.0

This is the first mention in the Bible of someone being filled with the 
divine spirit and it is not for the purpose of preaching or priestly activities 
but for artistic ability. Also, Exodus 25 tells us about the building of the 
Tabernacle, with instructions for decorative schemes and beautiful 
adornments representing natural forms. These incidents show us that God 
loves beauty and has given us a sense whereby we too can enjoy it.

The arts are one of the greatest gifts God has given us, cheering the 
heart, stimulating the mind and enriching human life. 

It can be argued that the Reformation caused a separation between the 
arts and the church, and Calvin rejected the use of images for idolatrous 
purposes, yet he did not make a blanket condemnation of any of the arts. 
In fact, he held them in high regard and 
valued them as a gift "given for God's glory 
and our good", seeing that they had an 
important role to play in human life. In 
common grace, God has given gifts to all, for 
everyone's benefit… “these radiations of 
divine light shone more brilliantly among 
unbelieving people than among God's saints". 
As the Reformers stressed Christ's Lordship 
over all aspects of creation, this gave artists 
freedom to explore and disclose all spheres 
of his domain rather than produce works 
specifically for the church, as they had done 
in the past.

My choice of art is varied and diverse. I 
appreciate both ‘religious’ and ‘secular’ art…
and that’s a whole other article! I would not find it easy to state my 
‘favourite’ since so many have meaning for different reasons and at 
different stages of my journey…. and that would certainly be several 
other articles! The 20th century theologian Paul Tillich believed that 
today’s art is rooted in the same creative spirit that moved over the face 
of the earth when God called the universe into being. The spark of the 
divine that calls from within all of us. I believe that until we are willing to 
find the call to prayer and devotion everywhere in the world, then we are 
not seeking Christ in every encounter and in every place. 

I invite you to consider art as one part of your journey into prayer. Let’s 
look together sometime…let’s be surprised…let’s laugh and cry…let’s see 
this gift of God for our holy days and holidays.

Clare Callanan
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Helping United Reformed Churches 
work for a fairer world and for 
peace with justice, recognising 
that change and response starts 
with each one of us.

Envelopes for your donations and 
Information Leaflets are available 
in the Dora Cox Room.  Please feel 
free to put in what you can, when 
you can, no amount is too small.

Revd Dr Kevin Snyman - Commitment for Life Programme Officer, 
Suzanne Pearson - Commitment for Life Administrative Assistant

Moving Stories
News from our Partners around the World

News from Bangladesh

Shikha’s Crab Farming Business

Shikha was struggling to make ends 
meet.

Bangladesh is one of the most 
exploited countries in the world. 
Shikha decided to approach our 
Christian Aid supported partner to 
be trained to become a crab 
farmer. This means that means she 
no longer has to rely on entering 
the dangerous river to catch fish to 
sell to provide food and education 
for her two children.
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Climate disruption is making it 
harder for her to look after the 
c r ab s . C yc l one Bu l bu l wa s 
particularly damaging. However, 
Shikha perseveres thanks to her 
determination and skill.

Central America

Angela’s coffee farm used to 
provide a good living for her 
family. But now she’s facing a 
crisis. The changing climate in 
Nicaragua means her coffee 
harvests are shrinking every year.

Too much rain and the coffee 
beans don’t ripen properly. Too 
much sun and the coffee beans can 
s u f f e r f r o m d i s e a s e s l i k e 
chasparria, causing half the bean 
to ripen too soon. Coffee farmers 
used to lose only 5% of their crop. 
Now it is 30%.

Angela explained: ‘With climate 
change, the coffee suffers from 
many diseases and pests. The sun 
has scorched the coffee beans; we 
cannot sell them and we're losing 
more every year because of 
climate change.’

Your ongoing support for Angela 
through Commitment for Life 
makes all the difference. Please 

continue to pray and work for 
justice as you have been doing for 
so many years.
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Zimbabwe

Meet the Team

We are Commitment for Life were 
delighted to meet Tafadzwa 
Muropa during a recent “Zoom to 
Zimbabwe.” Tafadzwa takes a lead 
on the Social and Economic Justice 
Themes for the team in Zimbabwe. 
She plays a leading role in 
m a i n s t r e a m i n g g e n d e r i n 
Zimbabwe as well as fundraising 
and implementing projects in 

gender equality, transparency and 
accountability, human rights and 
peacebuilding. She has worked 
with local and international 
organisations in Eastern and 
Southern Africa for over 16 years. 

Tafadzwa has a BA Degree in 
Economic History and Philosophy 
with University of Zimbabwe, has 
received post graduate training in 
public policy, human rights, gender 
equality, project management and 
macroeconomic policy with local, 
r e g i on a l a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
institutions. She is currently 
completing her dissertation in a 
Master’s in Public Policy and 
Governance with Africa University, 
Zimbabwe.

With dedicated workers like 
Tafadzwa, we know that our 
Commitment for Life partnership in 
Zimbabwe is in safe hands.

Children & Youth!

Go with Greta and Connect

This is the new free online teaching resource from United Reformed 
Church (URC) that we hope will help build stronger links with the 
international engagement of the URC and to enable more children, young 
people and adults to become more involved in mission and social justice. 

Produced in collaboration with Pilots, and with URC Commitment for Life 
which, in turn, partners with Christian Aid and Global Justice Now, the 
resource has two elements aimed at different age groups. 
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Go with Greta is the name of the materials aimed at children aged 
between 5 and 10.
#Connect 2 is the name of the resources aimed at older children in the 11 
to 14 age range. 

Over the next four years we will visit four regions and produce materials 
on each one. These regions will be:

• Central America (Nicaragua)

• Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory

• Asia (Bangladesh)

• Africa (Zimbabwe)

Go with Greta to...Nicaragua

This free resource from the URC is suitable 
for the under 11s age range and provides 
mater ials for f ive sess ions, and an 
international celebration. 

It's ideal for use by those teaching children 
in:

• group weekly meetings to form the basis 
of a half-term's session

• holiday club gatherings

• church events taking place over one or 
two days

• face-to-face gatherings

• online group activities  

Download this brilliant book with SIX sessions all about Nicaragua: with 
games, recipes, and facts from
 www.urc.org.uk/go-with-greta-and-connect

Watch the video to accompany the book at
 https://youtu.be/V40utA10qYA

Or ask Suzanne Pearson (Suzanne.pearson@urc.org.uk or 020 7916 8638) to 
post a hard copy.
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OFFICE HOLDERS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF
TAUNTON UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

.................................................................................Car-Park  Eryl Harris
....................................................................Christian Aid  Maralyn Bickham

......................................................................Church Cleaning Supervision 
...........................................Church Heating  Church Administrator (see page 1)
..................................................Church Secretary  Sue Ingham (07818 637155)

......................................................Commitment for Life Contact  Sue Ingham
...................................................................FINANCE - Treasurer  Eryl Harris

..................................................FINANCE - Covenant Collections  Paula Powell
.............................................................Flowers  Pam Elliott, Sheila Woolvin

..................................................................................................Keys  
........................................Letting Secretary   Church Administrator (see page 1)

............................................Magazine Distributor  Dawn Wright (01823 331800)
.............................................Magazine Editor  Peter Henderson (01823 254668)
....................................................................................Prayer Handbook 

...............................................................................Property  Stuart Trott
..............................................Pulpit Supply  Church Administrator (see page 1)

................................................................Reform Magazine  Pamela Bamber
...............Social and Arts Group   Janet Sowerbutts, Sheila Rudofsky (01823 617411)

..................................................................................Sound  Paul Cottrill
.......................................................Sunday Coffee Organiser  Pamela Bamber

.........................Sunday News-Sheet  the Minister or, if away, the Church Secretary
...............................................................Synod Representative   Sue Ingham

...........................................................World Day of Prayer  Maralyn Bickham

SERVING ELDERS

Sue Ingham
Secretary

07818 637155

Meg Cardy
01823 443245

Stuart Trott
01823 281551

DUTY ELDERS ROTA for AUGUST
 1 Aug Meg Cardy
 8 Aug Sue Ingham
 15 Aug Stuart Trott
 22 Aug Eryl Harris
 29 Aug Meg Cardy
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Taunton United Reformed Church

Vision Statement

For the sake of the Gospel, we will be:

✦ a church that welcomes, whoever you are

✦ a church that cares and responds with action

✦ a church that works with others and plays its part 
in the community

✦ a church that knows and shares the love of God

✦ a church that is growing  in faith and knowledge 
of God

✦ a church full of hope and joy


