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From the Editor

I decided rather hastily that the theme for the 
March issue should be Spring. On reflection this 
appears to be a little premature as it might be 
better suited to April or even May. Spring is the 
season of new life, usually associated with Easter 
which is next month. But contributors have risen 
magnificently to this early challenge and the fact 

that you have provided so many relevant, recent photographs is either 
vindication of my choice or, more likely, a worrying indication of climate 
change. As I write, Lent has only just begun, and St David’s Day is some 
way off, and yet daffodils are already in flower.

Once again I express my delight at the number of people who have made 
contributions to this issue - at least, I think - for their variety, and how 
low the cliché index is; for example, you will need to search for those 
daffodils. As I have written before, your participation is valuable because 
it helps the magazine to be a true expression of life (and, sadly 
sometimes, death) in our community.

In this issue the theme of Spring is approached in various ways. In her 
letter, Susan sidles up to this with a look at how Lenten self-denial can be 
of much more benefit than an ascetic discipline.

For the next issue I am getting ambitious with the theme. Between now 
and the deadline for contributions we are immersed in Lent. So I am 
wondering what changes you may have made, or still want to make, 
seeking an improvement either to yourself or to the world. Perhaps you 
embarked on a Lenten discipline at the outset, or maybe Susan’s letter 
has inspired you to begin try something now. Viv and I often try some 
small change each year - once it was giving up puddings (except for 
nominated feast days) - and we find that, as the saying goes, practice 
makes permanent. 

So the theme for April will be Good Intentions and I am interested in 
receiving contributions about yours, whether that is a single sentence or a 
page-full. It is not obvious to me how photographs can illustrate this, 
though you are probably more imaginative than me and your good 
intention may simply be to brighten up the lives of others with your 
picture. Good Intentions is not a cue for boasting, but an opportunity to 
receive encouragement from others when they find out; the emphasis is 
on intention not achievement. Have ago, and don’t be afraid to fail.

Peter Henderson
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Forthcoming Church Services
Sundays at 10:30am at the United Reformed Church, Paul Street

 7 March Morning worship led by the Revd Dr Susan Durber
  (includes The Lord’s Supper)

 14 March Morning worship led by the Revd Martin Nicholls

 21 March Morning worship led by Mrs Jo Morling

 28 March Morning worship led by the Revd Dr Susan Durber
 Palm Sunday

Holy Week and Easter
 29 Mar - 2 Apr Monday to Friday - short time of reflection and prayer
  at 10:30am led by Rev Clare Callanan
 1 April Maundy Thursday service at 7:30pm
 2 April Good Friday united service with St John’s and Temple
 4 April Morning worship led by the Revd Dr Susan Durber
 Easter Day (includes The Lord’s Supper)

Weekly Activities
at the time of publication these are:

 Tuesdays at 11:00am Prayers in this time of pandemic (for the NHS, 
for patients and health workers (on Zoom)
followed by…

 Tuesdays at 11:30am Zoom coffee morning  All welcome

Other Notable Dates
 22 February – 7 March Fairtrade Fortnight
 Thursday 28 February 2pm on Zoom Social & Arts Group talk

Weather Forecasting with Frank Callanan
 Tuesdasy 2 & 9 March 7:30pm Lent Group (usual Zoom link)
 Thursday 4 March Elders meeting
 Saturday 13 March South Western Synod meets
 Monday 15 March Magazine deadline 
 Thursday 25 March 2pm on Zoom Social & Arts Group talk

Older Somerset monasteries with Sheena Hellier
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From your minister:
Dear friends, 

You will have noticed, I’m sure, that I find the rhythms 
of the traditional Christian year deeply helpful – and 
indeed throughout this extraordinary year I’ve found 
them even more helpful than usual. They lend shape 
and meaning to our days and they help us remember 
and tell the Christian story. I’ve been reading a book 
recently (Journey to the Mayflower, 
by Steve Tomkins) that’s reminded 

me how many of our direct forebears in church 
history as ‘nonconformists’ turned their backs on the 
days of the Christian year (saints days, Lent, Holy Week 
and even Christmas), thinking them unscriptural and 
tending towards bad things like idolatry and licence. 
So I recognise that our own history wouldn’t always 
be on my side. However, I’ve recently discovered 
another kind of reason why these ‘seasons’ have 
behind them a deep kind of wisdom. 

Having seen it reviewed, I read just before Christmas a book called ‘Scoff: 
A History of Food and Class in Britain’ by Pen Vogler (‘A brilliant romp of a 
book’ Jay Rayner). I thought the use of the double meaning of the word 
‘scoff’ was clever and the book lived up to its promise. But there were 
some fascinating insights into the relationship between food and faith. 
Why, for example, the book asked, was fish for the table permitted in 
medieval Lent, but eggs and dairy forbidden? Well, it turns out that 
because there weren’t enough cereals to see the population through the 
winter, animals were slaughtered and eaten in the last part of the year or 
salted so that they lasted until Shrove Tuesday. Then, the Lent fast was a 
kind of ‘ecclesiastical cloak’ for the real need, in the Spring, for the much 
reduced livestock population to breed and feed their own young. So, in 
Lent, the cows could feed their own calves with their milk and animals 
were not slaughtered but left to fatten and grow. Meat and dairy being 
off the menu for human beings for a while left nature some time to 
recover itself and for the animals to feed their own young. This had never 
struck me before. How sensible! When Protestants tried to abolish this 
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Lenten fast, the country ran into problems of supply, 
and Elizabeth 1 and the later Puritans brought it 
back in but now as a public duty (rather than a 
church discipline). And then of course, inevitably, 
the rich had eggs, dairy and meat while the poor 
didn’t – and it became no longer a matter of piety, 
but supply and demand. Suddenly the medieval 
idea that we might all fast and give nature a rest 
seems like a rather wonderful (and egalitarian) idea. 

I’m increasingly struck that some of the traditions 
buried deep in our faith have a great deal of wisdom 
in them. I’m learning, for example, that the practice of fasting can actually 
bring all sorts of health benefits to people. Having a longer fast between 
meals or fasting from particular foods can, apparently, give even your 
brain a chance to recharge in a way that’s good for us. And I am intrigued 
by the idea that the Lenten fast was not just good for human beings, but 
good for nature itself; giving the animal kingdom, and the plants, a 
chance to flourish uninterrupted for some weeks. It turns out that the 
idea that it’s good for us and for the planet to live with the rhythm of the 
seasons, to have fallow and fast times, as well as times of celebration is 
something that has been embedded in religious life for centuries. How 
foolish of us modern and post-modern people to think that we were 
cleverer! 

Sometimes, particularly in schools, the practice of religion is presented as 
a series of ‘festivals’, as though it’s all about the feasts and the food, the 
parties and the high days. But of course feast days only really mean 
something if they are set within a larger frame, the frame of a journey 
that is varied and connected more widely to other things. It turns out that 
the Lenten fast is really not about a kind of frugal denial of the body, but 
actually an affirmation of our place within the wider context of the 
natural world. Nature is not just the background to our lives, but the 
home in which we live, and something for which we have a responsibility. 
Think of that medieval peasant eating fish from the river for a few weeks 
so that the animals could get on with reproducing and with feeding their 
young. Sometimes it’s our turn to hold back and to wait while nature 
flourishes and restores itself. Otherwise we know that we will not always 
be able to find what we need for life and celebration. 

continued overleaf
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During this strange year in which so many of the measures of life have 
disappeared and in which each day can seem much like the one before, 
I find it helpful to learn that this is not and cannot be how life is lived. We 
are made to live life moving forwards through a story and with a rhythm. 
The world around us is changing all the time as the seasons change (this 
year I’ve noticed this much more through daily walks) and the story of our 
faith works with the rhythm of the natural year so that it is told visibly and 
powerfully too. We walk with Jesus through the wilderness and fast of 
Lent, but then celebrate the new life of Easter as the earth itself springs 
into life (You see how I’ve got to the theme of this edition of the 
magazine?!). This year in Lent I’m going to see if there are any more ways 
in which I can give nature a rest, do some creative fasting, and store up 
the hope of celebration at Easter. And of course I will do all this in the 
confidence that Spring (and Harvest) will come, that this Coronatide will 
end and that life, in all its fulness, will return. 

Your minister,
Susan

Revised Common Lectionary
for forthcoming Sundays

Revised Common Lectionary
for forthcoming Sundays

Revised Common Lectionary
for forthcoming Sundays

7 March 14 March
Mothering Sunday

21 March

Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22

Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21

Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 51:1-12
Hebrews 5:5-10
John 12:20-33

28 March
Palm Sunday

4 April
Easter Day

11 April

Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Mark 15:1—15:47

Isaiah 25:6-9
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Mark 16:1-8

Acts 4:32-35 
Psalm 133
1 John 1:1 — 2:2
John 20:19-31
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Psalm 23 as a word prayer

This format of using Psalm 23 is an invitation to use it as a basis for prayer. 
It is divided into 6 sections, using a verse of the psalm at a time, with an 
explanatory sentence and then a prayer and further thoughts. It could be 
used as one complete guide or perhaps one portion used each day over 
6 days. The prayers can be easily adapted to be personal for you when you 
need them to be. 

The NRSV version of the Bible is used here but please use whichever is 
your heart version. 

PRAYER 1 God, you are the shepherd of our lives and our provider

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.

The shepherd’s main responsibility is the safety and welfare of his flock 
but the Lord as our caretaker on a daily basis is an amazing thought.  
Nothing goes unnoticed by Him. He watches over us simply because he 
cares, and because he has promised to fulfil what is needful for our 
survival.

We are humbled that you
care enough for us to shepherd our souls.
Thank you for being our provider and carer.
Help us never to doubt your care, your love and your presence,
even when times are causing us to doubt.
Thank you that we are never alone.
Thank you that we have all we could ever need. 
Help us to share what we have with others in word or deed.
AMEN

SILENCE…

PRAYER 2 God, you are our peace

He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters; 

Many of us serve others in some way and rest for ourselves is not always a 
priority. God has prepared a place of rest for us. The meaning of the 
word for “leads” in the Hebrew carries with it the sense of protecting, 
sustaining and guiding. The waters that God leads us to will always bring 
refreshment to our soul.
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In the busy-ness of our lives
forgive us for striving and stressing;
forgive us for not following you to green pastures and still waters.
Help us to find rest in you, restoring our hearts, minds, bodies and souls.
Your pastures and waters are refreshing and give us strength.
May all who need to know, know that too.
AMEN

SILENCE…

PRAYER 3 God, you are my healer

…he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.

There are many professional restorers who will meticulously restore 
every detail of a damaged item to where it is even better than when it 
was new. Better than new?! God’s leading is always to good and 
honourable things; you will be guided in the right paths if you allow God 
to lead.

Thank you Lord for divine restoration
Thank you that your restoration work continues as we walk with you.
You lead us to good things, providing for us when we are helpless and 
vulnerable.
Our minds, our bodies, our faith, our hope, our joy,
are with you and are in you.
Help us to follow along the right paths with our whole hearts
so that we may shine brightly in this world for others.
AMEN

SILENCE…

PRAYER 4 God, you are with us

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff - they comfort me.

What pain or difficulties are in our lives at the moment? How afraid are 
we? God is walking with us through the tears and hardship; the rod of 
authority and the staff of support in his hands. The perfect presence of 
God is with us through whatever shadow is overwhelming us at the 
moment.

We thank you that your presence goes before us and accompanies
us as we walk through the dark and difficult times of life.
You are our only protector.

March 2021 8

Thank you for your precious peace during difficult times.
You are the god of all comfort, protection and care.
Help us to trust you each and every day with all the parts of our lives,
shining hope into our days and nights with your presence.  AMEN

SILENCE…

PRAYER 5 God, you are our Deliverer

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

Imagine being served a meal by God?! God is setting the table; in him we 
have perfect provision. We are anointed with oil and overflowing 
abundance of his love and protection. Come and feast in a richness of 
blessing. 

Thank you for preparing a table for us in the presence of our enemies.
No matter who is against us, they cannot harm us,
for you protect and provide for us every day.
There will come a time when we can feast and celebrate together.
Anoint us daily to walk in your Spirit!
Help us to remember and live out the truth of this verse each day.
AMEN

SILENCE…

PRAYER 6 God, you are our Deliverer

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long. 

God, You set us apart.

Goodness and mercy follow us 24/7. Forever. In the Hebrew, the word 
used for ‘follow’ is ‘radaph’, which literally means: ‘pursue, chase, hunt, 
run after’. What a difference from the passive understanding we have of 
the word ‘follow’! And then we shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever; a perfect home and a perfect destiny.

Thank you for your constant grace and mercy that pursues us every 
moment of our lives.
Thank you that your love and care is eternal and unconditional.
Thank you for the promise of eternity and dwelling with you forever;
no more dark valleys but rather pastures and waters of joy and peace.
AMEN

SILENCE…
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Church Family News

New church members

On Sunday 24th January the Church Meeting decided to welcome into 
membership the Revd Clare Callanan, Mr Frank Callanan and Sheena 
Helliar. So, on Sunday 7th February, Sheena, Frank and Clare were 
formally received into membership by reaffirmation of faith during the 
morning service.

Minister intending to depart

At the Church Meeting on 24th January our minister, the Revd Dr Susan 
Durber announced her intention to stand down during this coming year – 
no earlier than the end of August, but at some point after that.

Susan has found that her role as Moderator of the Faith and  Order 
Commission of the World Council of Churches has become more 
demanding and her term of office has been extended because of the 
pandemic. She says she needs to give more time that, and to some writing 
projects, and believes that the church would benefit from working with 
someone new as a new phase of its life begins.
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Daily devotions and Sundays too

There are still regular posts of worship resources from the URC – 
through the Daily Devotions link: https://devotions.urc.org.uk 

From 10am each Sunday (now well into next year), there is material 
to read and follow (including readings, hymns, prayers, a sermon…) 
OR you can listen on-line to a recording and join in that way. These 
services have been led each week by a different URC minister, with 
different voices doing readings and prayers, and with a wonderful 
variety of hymns and music.

Roger Eckersley remembered

We were saddened to hear of the death, on the first day of January, of 
Roger Eckersley, husband of Sue. 

He was born in 1931 in Ashby de la Zouch in Leicestershire, did well at 
school and gained a county scholarship to university which he took to Oriel 
College, Oxford, to read History.  He had been a member of a 
congregation since school days that later became part of the United 
Reformed Church.

Roger and Sue started their married life in London and then moved for a 
few years to Melbourne, Australia, where they were blessed with good 
friends, many shared interests and much happiness. Sadly Roger’s father 
died very suddenly and this decided them to return to England.

Roger is remembered for being a diligent Elder and for giving excellent 
talks on a wide variety of topics. People still remember the walking tours 
of Exeter and Taunton that he led using his experience as a Blue Badge 
Guide. 

He retained his passion for History and in the years before his official 
retirement became the English Heritage custodian of Muchelney Abbey. He 
also maintained his interest in maps and built up a creditable collection of 
them. 

Sue has received many cards from old friends who write about his 
activities with appreciation and affection. She reflects that he never, ever 
let her down and she has been glad of every one of their fifty five years 
together. Always disciplined with himself, he insisted on giving up public 
speaking before he was at a loss for a single word he wanted.

Four years ago he suffered a bad  fall and subsequently moved into Linden 
House where Sue could visit him very regularly. What turned out to be her 
last visit to him was a particularly good one. Roger died with Covid-19 at 
the very start of this year, aged 89, and was buried in Taunton with little 
fuss as he had requested.
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Social and Arts Group

A huge THANK YOU to Susan for giving us a fascinating illustrated hour on 
‘the legacy of slavery in my white British life’. Drawing upon her own 
research we discovered how a period in history, so often glossed over, 
leaves marks that shapes our lives today in Somerset, Taunton and even 
closer to home in our congregation. Although much belongs to the past, 
Susan reminded us that our current thinking, behaviour and activities 
reflect the legacy of slavery. A Christian response of speaking, praying and 
working differently offers much food for thought.

By the time you read this we will have heard how Frank Callanan’s  
working life was spent in weather forecasting.

We are delighted we can continue with our zoomed talks.   Here’s what is 
coming up:

Thursday 25th March at 2:00pm
‘The story behind some older monasteries in Somerset’ given by 
Sheena Hellier

Thursday 22nd April at 2:00pm
‘Growing up in the chapel and industrial life and ethos of the 
Western Valley, Monmouthshire Wales’ given by Phillip Jones.

It would be interesting to read your comments. Please do send them to 
Peter, the editor of the magazine. 

Sheila and Janet

Birthday Corner
We know of three people in our wider fellowship who have a birthday in 
March. It my be Lent but, who would not encourage these friends to 
regard these as feast days? 
So we pray that God will bless…

 Mary Best on the 16th

! Rita Williams on the 17th

! Stuart Trott on the 27th
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Spring flowers

Clockwise from top left: periwinkle, cyclamens, rosemary, snowdrops
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Wood and flower

Garden hospitality for great 
spotted woodpecker

Sign of the cross on bark

“Every branch that bears fruit 
he prunes to make it bear more 
fruit” … or a rose to flower

Hazel in bud

Honeysuckle & droplet
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Clockwise from top right:

Ceanothus, iris, a daisy (already!), 
plum bud, cow parsley!
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Changes are coming

Colour photos on these pages are from Clare Callanan, Ruth Whitehead, 
Fiona (daughter of Isobel Tosh Robb), and Viv & Peter Henderson

Top: nest-building by a robin and a squirrel

Below: ice melting on scrubland and pond

March 2021 16

Supporting the NHS

Recently church members have sent cards to staff in all the wards at 
Musgrove Park Hospital, with Sheila, Janet and Susan co-ordinating this.

The cards, pictured below, each contain a message and a prayer such as 
these:

Taunton United Reformed Church 
Paul Street gives thanks to the 
NHS and sends love and support 
to the staff of (each) ward. 

Taunton URC will pray for 
Musgrove Park Hospital on 
Tuesdays at 11.00am.
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Our prayer

God, who is love,
and who cares for all your people,

give, we pray: 
your rest to the tired,
healing to the sick,

comfort to the grieving,
resources to the struggling

and hope to all of us,
each day and each night, Amen.

May the blessing of God, 
who is with you and beside you,

holding and tending you, 
loving and willing you on,

be upon you and all whom you serve, 
now and always, Amen.

One example was:

Our church is very thankful 
to all for the hard work 
and dedication in the 
caring for the patients on 
your ward.



Citizens UK – Delegates Assembly
Monday March 8th – 6:30pm-8pm on Zoom

Our church is a fully signed up member of Citizens Somerset, an alliance 
of various institutions (from churches and schools to the YMCA and some 
who call themselves the ‘mavericks’), who seek to work together on issues 
that impact our own local communities and to campaign on some very 
particular things. It’s a way of the community working together for the 
common good. Concerns are identified through listening campaigns, 
listening to neighbours, communities and people in the streets and then 
chosen by the institutions together. The Citizens way is to find something 
that could really make a difference to people’s lives, to identify 
something that might actually be achievable in terms of change, to take 
action, to talk to those in power and so to change something. 

So far we have identified the issue of bus fares locally for young people 
aged 16-19. They have to pay adult fares or by a very expensive ‘county 
ticket’. We were just about to walk to County Hall with a bus made of 
cloth and cardboard (it’s in our pulpit still!) singing a daft song – with 
students and Citizens leaders – when the last lockdown happened. So that 
couldn’t happen – BUT we have got the promise of a meeting with the 
leader of the Council and the portfolio holders on transport and education 
– for when we can get young people together for it… And we have hopes 
that change may come. We have also been working on homelessness, on 
the real living wage for care workers (a campaign that Citizens across the 
nation have been working on) and on street safety. I have been a co-chair 
of the Transport Action team and a member of the leadership group. Ruth 
is also a member of the leadership group – and others of our church 
members have participated in various ways, including by attending 
assemblies either in person on (recently of course) via Zoom.

We are about to have a Delegates Assembly. This means that each of our 
member institutions (of which we at Taunton URC are one) are to send 
delegates (at least 5 – but I’m hoping for more). Then we have a chance 
to participate in a decision-making process about which issue or issues we 
have energy and a mandate to work on next. Ideas emerging so far are: 

• A better cycle route between Wellington and Taunton

• Something on Mental Health (particularly related to young people)

• Working towards a town council for Taunton
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I hope that at Taunton URC we can share in this process. We are too small 
as an institution to do much on our own, but this way we can be part of 
something bigger and find great allies and friends. Please do let me know 
if you would like to come to the Delegates Assembly – it should be great 
fun as well as a chance to make our voices heard. 

Susan Durber

Work-Wise

Work-Wise is simply not able to meet during the present lock-down, and it 
is by no means certain when things might change. Please pray for the 
manager, Carrie Lamb, for the volunteers and Trustees as we try to live 
through this time – and even more for those who are served by Work-Wise 
and who are missing support in so many ways.

The Work-Wise AGM will be on April 13th at 7:30pm, probably on Zoom.
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07921&
526087

Struggling)with)Debt?)
We are a local charity who provide free 

FCA approved confidential debt advice.  

Don’t struggle alone, check out our web 

site and contact us today. www.tada.org.uk
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Spring - in poetry

Surely we all had poems and Shakespeare and 19th century prose to learn 
and inwardly digest at school. Many of mine remain at the tip of the 
tongue and surface often at inopportune times, but ‘Spring’ by Gerard 
Manley Hopkins was, and is, an all time favourite. Hopkins’ rhythms, 
cadences and language are so rich and full of treasures to be unpacked 
time after time.

Nothing is so beautiful as Spring – 
When weeds, in wheels, shoot long and lovely and lush; 
Thrush’s eggs look little low heavens, and thrush 
Through the echoing timber does so rinse and wring 
The ear, it strikes like lightnings to hear him sing; 
The glassy peartree leaves and blooms, they brush 
The descending blue; that blue is all in a rush 
With richness; the racing lambs too have fair their fling. 

What is all this juice and all this joy? 
A strain of the earth’s sweet being in the beginning 
In Eden garden. – Have, get, before it cloy, 
Before it cloud, Christ, lord, and sour with sinning, 
Innocent mind and Mayday in girl and boy, 
Most, O maid’s child, thy choice and worthy the winning.

Seamus Heaney said of Hopkins that his poetry is ‘rammed with life’ and 
‘Spring’ is a perfect example, written in May 1877, after walking in the 
Welsh countryside. The poem is a Petrarchan sonnet, divided into an octet 
(eight lines) and a sestet (six lines). Every line is packed with emotion and 
the poem opens with the powerful statement: ‘Nothing is so beautiful as 
spring’ which perfectly captures Hopkins’ ecstasy at the beauty and 
energy of spring. Indeed is so enthralled that he even finds beauty where 
many would not: in weeds! I’m not sure I can agree with him here as I 
look out at my garden…

The alliteration, assonance and the broad vowel sounds in the second line 
- ‘When weeds, in wheels, shoot long and lovely and lush’ give a  musical 
quality and emphasis the richness of nature exploding into growth. 
Thrush’s eggs, which are speckled blue, are compared to ‘little low 
heavens’. Hopkins connects nature to God as the richness and intensity of 
the language perfectly reflects the lushness and the flurry of activity that 
is spring growth. The ‘racing lambs’ gambol in this paradise that is the 
countryside in spring. These are all set against a moving blue sky. 
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The “leaves and blossoms” are so numerous as they touch the “descending 
blue” of the sky which is so broad that it seems to come down closer to 
earth. I am reminded of that ‘thin place’ of Celtic imagery and theology. 
Everything is becoming more spiritual and heavenly in this scene. Dynamic 
and energetic verbs are everywhere in this octet; ‘shoot’, ‘rinse’, ‘wring’, 
‘strikes’, ‘sing’, ‘rush’ etc. Hopkins also uses sprung rhythm to great 
effect in this poem; he packs stressed syllables together to focus our 
attention on the point he is making and to add to the sense of heightened 
emotion at this point in the poem. The imagery is mainly visual, but the 
birdsong does ‘wring/ The ear like lightening'- a dramatic image where 
aural is made visual.

The sestet offers a change in tone and imagery. There are no more 
descriptions of the beauty of nature but instead there is the deep 
question ‘What is all this juice and all this joy?’ addressing God, feeling 
that the beauty of spring is just a ‘strain’ or echo of heavenly perfection 
before the garden of Eden was marred by sin. The positivity of the octet 
has been replaced by negativity; listen to those words ‘cloy’, ‘cloud’ and 
‘sour’. His desire for the freshness and innocence of spring’s perfection to 
be preserved is shown in the urgency of the imperatives ‘Have’ and ‘get’. 
Hopkins seems to have a larger worry…he is concerned about the fact that 
life is not always as it is during springtime. Eventually, winter will return. 
Just as spring is going to fade in the near future, so too did humanity’s 
time in Eden come to an end. The circle of life.

Yet for now I invite you to read and reread those first 8 lines. You will 
know them soon since they move and race along. That whole octet is one 
long sentence…you may arrive out of breath at the end with the wonder 
and beauty of Spring!

Clare Callanan

MAGAZINE DEADLINE 
Contributions for the March 2021 magazine should be with the Editor 
 Peter Henderson - 14 Somerset Avenue, Taunton, TA1 5HU 
 Telephone: 01823 254668 - e-mail: tauntonurc.mag@gmail.com
by MONDAY 15th MARCH 2021 (or earlier)  please.

The theme is Good Intentions. See page 2 for details.
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Spring - two different ones

Spring, that takes me back to the first place where I can recall living, 
which is not far from here, a hamlet called Ashculme. Ashculme is 
situated from just outside the village of Hemyock and winds it’s way up to 
the main road which shortly, if you were to turn left, would take you to 
the Wellington Monument.  The spring in question was situated just above 
our property.  This was where we got our water from and which originally 
had to be fetched.  It was my father who was responsible for connecting it 
to the house and giving us running water in the kitchen.  You know that all 
water doesn’t taste the same, and that little spring gave us wonderfully 
tasting water.

I also think very much of leaf springs when the word spring comes to 
mind.  They are large metal springs 
used for heavy vehicles like lorries and 
consist of layers of metal.  These were 
produced in the workshop where my 
father worked.  After school when my 
sister and I had been into prep, which 
was where we did our homework, my 
father would collect us and would often 
stop off at work again on the way 
home.  He was the work’s manager and 
took his work very seriously.  We would 
go and wait in the main office but, at 
times, I would like to go down to the workshop where the springs were 
being produced and where there was that special smell of what was 
probably grease, and to see the fascination of the machinery.

Maralyn Bickham

…o…

… and a third, reminding Clare of the 
simple delights of earlier days.

Leaf spring on a lorry
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News from Taunton churches

Praying for those with mental health problems

Adrian Prior-Sankey (Taunton Team Chaplaincy) has written about the 
concern over the growing suicides in Taunton. In praying for those at risk 
we might chose to exercise in those places where incidents have been 
reported, or simply to visualise them. These are:

bridges, including the Obridge flyover and those over the motorway;

French Weir, Longrun Meadow and parks.

There is no expectation that walkers should physically intervene if they 
discover someone in a suicidal frame of mind, unless confident to do so, 
but they can call 999 to seek a specialist.

…o…

Short Series of Lent Evenings
Spirituality Explored – in our three traditions

URC Paul Street,  
St John's Church,

& Temple Methodist Church

Please join us on Zoom on three Tuesday evenings,
all at 7.30pm, for about an hour

23rd February led by
Rev Jane Eastell

2nd March led by
Rev Dr Susan Durber

9th March led by
Rev Deborah Kirk

Please use the usual Zoom link
that you use for Sunday mornings at the URC

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4857607714
Meeting ID: 485 760 7714
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Mental Health – learning more

Following Susan’s wonderful service on Sunday January 31st, helping us to 
reflect on mental health and wellbeing, I came across what looks like a 
helpful online course, which I’d like to offer to us all at Taunton URC.

The Sanctuary Course is a study guide for small groups, designed to raise 
awareness and start conversations in local churches regarding mental 
health. They say the group might include:

• People with questions about mental health

• People who want to engage with others in the community in mental 
health conversations

• People supporting loved ones with mental health problems

• People living with mental health problems

This is a free eight-week Canadian course for anyone who wants to learn 
about faith and mental health. 

We will plan to be a Zoom group, although if we could physically meet 
later in the spring/summer that would be wonderful. Each week we will 
gather together, read through the content out loud or listen to it on 
audiobook, watch a film, and engage in conversation, reflection, and 
prayer. 

I can send you the links so you can read the material in advance if you 
want to – but NO preparation will be necessary. If you want to look and 
see if it is of interest you can go to 
https://www.sanctuarymentalhealth.org/sanctuary-course/
Or just come along and see what you think!

When will it be? Friday afternoons from 3 - 4.30pm, on the following 
dates:
 April 16th , 23rd, 30th; May 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th and June 4th.

The zoom link will be the same as the one for weekly worship.

You don’t have to ‘book’ – but it might be nice to know roughly how many 
to expect, so do let me know if you plan to come. Please also ask me 
before you offer the link to people outside Taunton URC – so I know who to 
“let in” from the waiting room. 

Ruth Whitehead
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Helping United Reformed Churches 
work for a fairer world and for 
peace with justice, recognising 
that change and response starts 
with each one of us.

Envelopes for your donations and 
Information Leaflets are available 
in the Dora Cox Room.  Please feel 
free to put in what you can, when 
you can, no amount is too small.

Revd Dr Kevin Snyman - Commitment for Life Programme Officer, 
Suzanne Pearson - Commitment for Life Administrative Assistant

Commitment for Life thanks everyone for their commitment and work 
for global justice.

Commitment for Life is the URC's global justice programme.  The URC 
took seriously the UN challenge to the 'global north' to spend at least 1% 
of its gross national product (GNP) on development for 'historically 
pillaged' nations.  With our funding, the World Development Movement 
(now Global Justice Now) took a lead in many global justice campaigns, 
such as, ensuring that a COVID-19 vaccine is affordable to all countries.

Commitment for Life works closely with partners at Christian Aid and 
Global Justice Now.  We focus on four regions of the world, Central 
America, Israel and the occupied Palestinian Territories, Bangladesh and 
Zimbabwe.  Each region faces the intersecting injustices that are often 
economic, environmental and racial in nature.

Our key focus for local congregations is prayer; without prayer neither 
activism nor giving will make any difference.  Our job is to ensure that 
global justice remains front and centre in the minds of every member of 
every congregation.

Nearly every Coronavirus vaccine in development involves public 
investment.  In the UK the government has invested £250 million into the 
development of a vaccine.  BUT every country should have effective 
safeguards in place, as there is a real danger that the big pharmaceutical 
firms could profiteer from  excessive pricing, which would be unaffordable 
to many countries. 

Moving Stories are issued bi-monthly. They will appear in next month’s 
issue. Ed.
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Legacy of Slavery - some suggested reading

Following the talk I gave on Zoom about the legacy of slavery, I was asked 
if I could recommend things for people to read. There are lots of things, 
but here are some things that really helped me as I began on my own 
journey in thinking about slavery, racism and white privilege. 

White Privilege, Let’s Talk. A Resource for Transformational Dialogue. 

http://privilege.uccpages.org
This comes from the United Church of Christ in the US (a church very 
much like our own URC) and is something you can access on the internet. 

It is a great way of getting any of us thinking.

David Olusoga is a black British historian – and it’s worth 
looking out for any of the documentaries he’s made for 
TV. 
He has also published Black and British: A Forgotten 
History (2016, Macmillan) – it’s a 
substantial paperback and very readable. 

Another book by a black British writer was 
a Sunday Times Bestseller called Natives: 

Race and Class in the Ruins of Empire 
(2018, Two Roads) – very engaging and 
persuasive. You can also look him up on 
YouTube and find some great interviews. 

A really engaging and important book by a 
leading black British theologian is Anthony Reddie, and a 
good place to start on the church, is Is God Colour Blind? 
(SCM Press and there’s a new edition with an afterword 
on Black Lives Matter).

A really interesting book by a white writer is White 
Fragility - Why it’s so hard for white people to talk 

about racism (Penguin, 2018) – by Robin Diangelo (a US woman). This is 
really a ‘must read’ for people like me…

And a book by a black writer, Reni Eddo-Lodge: Why I'm No Longer 
Talking to White People About Race (2014, Bloomsbury) is a place where 
I really got started thinking about this.

Susan Durber
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SERVING ELDERS

Sue Ingham
Secretary

07818 637155
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01823 443245

Stuart Trott
01823 281551

DUTY ELDERS ROTA FOR MARCH

 7 Mar Eryl Harris
 14 Mar Meg Cardy
 21 Mar Sue Ingham
 28 Mar Stuart Trott
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Taunton United Reformed Church

Vision Statement

For the sake of the Gospel, we will be:

✦ a church that welcomes, whoever you are

✦ a church that cares and responds with action

✦ a church that works with others and plays its part 
in the community

✦ a church that knows and shares the love of God

✦ a church that is growing  in faith and knowledge 
of God

✦ a church full of hope and joy


