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From the Editor

As April swings into view we face the prospect of a 
second successive Easter under Covid-19 restrictions 
though, this time, most churches are living with 
self-imposed ones in the interests of safety and 
setting a good example.

So do please study the list of services opposite.

I knew that having a theme of Good Intentions this time would be 
ambitious. Would you reflect, publicly in these pages, on the changes you 
may have made, or still want to make during Lent, seeking an 
improvement either to yourself or to the world? Some have done so with a 
courageous honesty. Others have kept their own counsel, perhaps 
unwilling to appear self-righteous or wary of informing readers of a 
discipline they are unsure of maintaining. Maybe life is already so 
entangled with pandemic-induced self-denial that anything more would be 
the last straw. Of course, my choice of theme might just have been too 
darned spiritual. (It is possible that this is a fruitful subject for discussion 
at, say, a Tuesday coffee morning.)

As well as perspectives on the theme from church members, Susan 
reflects on whether good intentions are enough, particularly when it 
comes to participating in worship. I have pulled from the library I keep for 
magazine purposes a few of what I have called ‘intentional quotes’, that 
is, ones that are vaguely relevant to the theme.

For the May issue I have chosen the simpler theme of Growth. Please feel 
free to interpret this how you wish for your contributions, which can be 
words or pictures. You might be inspired by what you see in the garden or 
hedgerow, or be excited (like the Hendersons) that something is appearing 
in the makeshift propagator. You might want to think about forms of 
spiritual growth, perhaps delighting at what God has done in you or 
something you yearn for. Or you might just reflect on the growth in 
circumference that you notice in the mirror now that the self-imposed 
rigours of Lent are set aside!

As always, and perhaps I have not made this clear before, contributions do 
not have to be related to the theme which is just my way of encouraging 
you to think what you might offer.

Happy Easter to you all.

Peter Henderson

Cover picture: Road to Emmaus by Duccio di Buoninsegna (1255-1319)
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Holy Week and Easter
 29 Mar - 3 Apr Monday to Saturday - short time of reflection and prayer
  at 10:30am led by Rev Clare Callanan (usual Zoom link)
 1 April Maundy Thursday service at 7:30pm
 2 April Good Friday united service with St John’s and Temple
  12 noon on Zoom - link to be announced
 4 April Morning worship led by the Revd Dr Susan Durber
 Easter Day (includes The Lord’s Supper)

Further Church Services
Sundays at 10:30am on Zoom unless otherwise announced

 11 April Morning worship led by the Revd Ray Adams

 18 April Morning worship led by the Revd Dr Susan Durber
 followed by Church Meeting (AGM)

 25 April Morning worship led by the Revd Dr Susan Durber

Weekly Activities
at the time of publication these are:

 Tuesdays at 11:00am Prayers in this time of pandemic (for the NHS, 
for patients and health workers (on Zoom)
followed by…

 Tuesdays at 11:30am Zoom coffee morning  All welcome

Other Notable Dates
  Mon-Monday 5-12 April Minister on holiday
 Monday 12 April Magazine deadline 
 Tuesday 13 April 7:30pm Work-Wise AGM - all welcome
 Thursday 15 April 10am Elders’ meeting
 Thursday 22 April 2pm on Zoom Social & Arts Group talk

‘Growing up in the chapel and industrial life and 
ethos of the Western Valley, Monmouthshire 
Wales’ given by Phillip Jones.

 Tuesday 27 April 6:30-8pm Citizens Somerset Accountability 
Assembly (see page 10)
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From your minister:

Dear friends, 

The theme of this issue of the magazine is ‘good 
intentions’, so I was tempted to let the editor know 
that I had intended to write an article and failed, but 
hope that my good intentions would be enough… 
However, temptations like that are probably best 
resisted if you want to stay on the good side of the 
editor! 

So I have done some thinking. And I am struck by the 
way that the word ‘intentions’ is used in some Christian traditions to 
mean a kind of prayer. In some places you might be asked what are your 
‘prayer intentions’, or you might be asked for what ‘intentions’ are you 
offering the prayers you are saying or the service you are participating in 
or leading. And this set me thinking. 

In some conversations and circles the talk about worship can sometimes 
seem to be rather focussed on whether it’s ‘what you like’ or whether it 
‘meets my needs’ or whether ‘it’s what I would choose to go to’. 
Sometimes it can seem as though the most important thing about worship 
is whether I like it or not; whether the music is the right style or whether 
the sermon addresses my life or whether the prayers offered are about 
things I care about. There are even codes that people use to tell whether 
the worship is likely to be ‘for them’. Worship band or organ? Traditional 
hymns or worship songs? 1662 or Common Worship? Messy Church or 
(what’s the alternative)…. ordered liturgy? Or even (nowadays), in-person 
or on Zoom? But asking the question that says, ‘For what intention are you 
offering this worship?’ suggests that you are not doing it for yourself, but 
for someone else’s benefit. 

I’m not suggesting for a moment that we start offering worship for the 
souls of the departed (or something similar), but I do think there might be 
a good reason to think that attending worship, saying our prayers, even 
coming to church is not only, or even pre-eminently, about meeting our 
own needs. Of course these things might help to make us more fulfilled, 
more peaceful, more at ease people (I hope they might…), but worship is 
actually not for our own entertainment, but so that we can better serve 
God and God’s people in the world. 

I suppose this raises the whole question of what it is that worship is really 
for. And perhaps the idea that worship is offered with particular intentions 
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in mind helps us to remember that we don’t worship for God’s benefit 
(God really doesn’t need ‘bigging up’ with our praise) and we don’t 
exactly do it for our own benefit (as though it’s like entertainment that’s 
best shaped to suit our personal style), but we do it for the benefit of 
others, for their good and for the good of the world. We listen to the Word 
of God, we use the mother tongue of our faith by reading from the Bible, 
we eat and drink the presence of God, with the intention that because we 
do these things, the world might be a better place. That is our (good) 
intention. 

The temptation of anyone leading worship is to make it ‘interesting’ and 
all sorts of other things like clever, engaging, lively, relevant. I am often 
reminded of this remark by the Roman Catholic theologian James Alison, 
who said,

‘When people tell me they find Mass boring, I want to say to them: it’s 
supposed to be boring, or at least seriously underwhelming. It’s a long 
term education in becoming un-excited, since only that will enable us 
to dwell in a quiet bliss which doesn’t abstract from our surroundings or 
our neighbour, but which increases our attention, our presence and our 
appreciation for what is around us.’ 
(James Alison, Undergoing God, Darton, Longman and Todd, 2006, p.45)

This is one of my favourite quotations and I’ve used it before. I love its 
mischievousness and its counter-intuition, the wittiness and shock of it. 
While we expect a theologian to deny that Mass is boring, he suggests that 
it should be – or at least, I think, he’s suggesting something like what I am 
too. The ‘point’ or the purpose of worship is not to make us happier or to 
amuse us, but to make the world a better place. When I come to worship 
and prayer I do it not for my own benefit as such, but for the sake of the 
world. And of course you can take this too far – after all, if something is 
there to make the world a better place then why shouldn’t it be better 
for me? But I hope you get the point. I come to worship with other 
‘intentions’ in mind, good intentions, intentions (prayers) for others. 
I come to learn how to be less and less interested in my own self. I come 
to lose my life, and thus, of course, in that great paradox of our faith, to 
gain it. 

As Easter comes on April 4th, we celebrate the truth at the heart of our 
faith that life come from the darkness of the tomb, from the emptiness of 
night, from the very place of death. And it is my prayer, and my intention, 
that you should each find that faith and confidence renewed in you this 
Easter. For Christ is risen. He is risen indeed!

Your minister,
Susan
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An Order for Prayer for use in our homes
We know that we are in the presence of God: 

Let us breathe in deeply:
the breath of God the Creator,
the spirit of the living Jesus,
the Holy Spirit that brings new life.

In the midst of this day,
when wards are busy,
when phones are ringing,
when someone is fighting to breathe,
and someone is getting ready for work,
as data is being analysed,
and labs are working at capacity,
while policy makers worry
and the experts draw on a life’s work
as drivers load and unload
as businesses open and cafes prepare,
as the life of the busy world continues….
we come before God in prayer. 

There is nothing in our lives that is new to God…
There is nothing in the world that God has not made…
There is nothing existing that God cannot redeem…

The Lord’s Prayer

Let us listen for God’s word as we dwell with Psalm 91
and take comfort and strength from its words

You who live in the shelter of the Most High,
 who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 
will say to the Lord, ‘My refuge and my fortress;
 my God, in whom I trust.’ 
For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler
 and from the deadly pestilence; 
he will cover you with his pinions,
 and under his wings you will find refuge;
 his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 
You will not fear the terror of the night,
 or the arrow that flies by day, 
or the pestilence that stalks in darkness,
 or the destruction that wastes at noonday. 
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Silent reflection: 
Which phrases strike you?
What is God saying to you today through this psalm?

Prayers for others

Pray for your family and loved ones,
those for whom you most naturally pray
and whose concerns and needs are closest to your heart. 

Silence…

Pray for those who have really annoyed you today,
or whom you have criticised or have criticised you,
and about whom you need God to transform your thinking and your loving. 

Silence…

Pray for those whose stories or needs have moved you
as you have learned of them through the news or a TV drama,
and ask God to move your heart more deeply to speak and act.

Silence…

Pray for those who have asked you to pray for them
or take time to ask your friends, neighbours and fellow church members
for whom you should pray.

Silence…

Pray for yourself, 
asking God to help you understand more deeply
your own needs and your own graces.

Silence…

A prayer for us all

Eternal God,
who loves all your children and all that you have made,
show us how to live well
in the world as it is and in the Kingdom of your will.
Give us strength to roll up our sleeves
and stillness to listen and to pray,
a vision of a hopeful future and resilience for the present.
Grant us patience for these days and impatience for justice,
peaceful spirits to get us through,
and fervour to change the world.
May we find a refuge under your wings
and strength under your shielding. Amen.
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Revised Common Lectionary
for forthcoming Sundays

Revised Common Lectionary
for forthcoming Sundays

Revised Common Lectionary
for forthcoming Sundays

4 April
Easter Day

11 April 18 April

Isaiah 25:6-9
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Mark 16:1-8

Acts 4:32-35 
Psalm 133
1 John 1:1 — 2:2
John 20:19-31

Acts 3:12-19 
Psalm 4
1 John 3:1-7 
Luke 24:36b-48

25 April 2 May 9 May

Acts 4:5-12 
Psalm 23
1 John 3:16-24 
John 10:11-18

Acts 8:26-40 
Psalm 22:25-31 
1 John 4:7-21 
John 15:1-8

Acts 10:44-48 
Psalm 98
1 John 5:1-6 
John 15:9-17

Daily devotions inc. Sundays 
and Good Friday too

There are still regular posts of worship resources from the URC – 
through the Daily Devotions link: https://devotions.urc.org.uk 

From 10am each Sunday, there is material to read and follow 
(including readings, hymns, prayers, a sermon…) OR you can listen 
on-line to a recording and join in that way. These services have been 
led each week by a different URC minister, with different voices 
doing readings and prayers, and with a wonderful variety of hymns 
and music.

Ruth Whitehead has prepared the Daily Devotions service for Good 
Friday, a series of reflections on Good Friday hymns. The link for this 
will appear in the weekly notices.
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Church Family News

Where will we worship and when?

The Elders continue to review how we gather for worship (whether 
entirely on Zoom or with some people gathering in church). We will keep 
the conversation going, will continue to take and heed wider advice, and 
will keep the congregation informed. We hope that, before too long, we 
might be able to start worshipping in church in person (while still offering 
access via Zoom). We don’t want to rush this and would rather wait and 
then re-open the building permanently than keep changing arrangements. 
Our pre-eminent consideration is for all our safety. 

The Sanctuary Course:

In the March magazine, Ruth gave some information about a study course 
(designed to start conversations in churches about mental health) that she 
is ready to lead for us on 8 Friday afternoons – from April 16th (3-4.30pm). 
Though you don’t need to book, it would be helpful to know if any people 
are intending to come as we think we need at least 8 people to make it 
viable. So, if you would be interested, please do e-mail Ruth to let her 
know - moderator@urcsouthwest.org.uk

Birthday Corner

We know of three people in our wider fellowship who have a birthday in 
April. So we pray that God will bless…

 Shirley Luscombe on the 1st

 Christine Trott on the 1st also

 Sheila Rudofsky on the 9th

 Isobel Tosh-Robb on the 14th

 Sheila Woolvin on the 21st

 Meg Cardy on the 30th
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Citizens UK – Accountability Assembly

Tuesday 27th April – 6.30pm-8pm on Zoom

On March 8th Citizens Somerset held a Delegates Assembly – at which 
eight people from our own church were present, and voting. We took part 
in a decision-making process about the issues Citizens should take forward 
in the coming months.  We decided to:

Begin a listening campaign on Mental Health 
Begin a campaign about street safety

This is alongside existing campaigns on Housing and Homelessness and the 
Real Living Wage for Carers, and the two issues on transport that are 
presently on hold. 

The next thing (apart from getting started on those campaigns) is to hold 
something called an Accountability Assembly. Part of the purpose of 
Citizens Somerset is to get a seat at the table with powerful decision-
makers so that people from our communities are able to share testimony 
of the injustices they face, propose constructive solutions, and seek 
commitments from those decision-makers to work together for social 
justice and the common good.   It is the tradition of Citizens alliances 
across the UK to organise ‘accountability assemblies’ ahead of elections 
on the basis that the best time to seek an accountable relationship with a 
politician is before the election (when they are in ‘listening mode’ and 
need our votes) rather than afterwards (when they have taken on the 
responsibility of public office).

The elections for Somerset County Council have been postponed to May 
2022 (pending a proposal of local government reorganisation) which 
means the existing administration has an unanticipated additional year in 
office.   We think this delay to the election makes the Citizens Somerset 
Accountability Assembly on Tuesday 27th April at 6.30pm even more 
important, allowing us to influence the remaining year of office of the 
current administration. [We will also be engaging with the main 
candidates for the Police and Crime Commissioner elections in Avon and 
Somerset, which take place on 6th May 2021.]

The Accountability Assembly is not a hustings or a question-time but is an 
opportunity for the members of Citizens Somerset to present the issues 
that matter to them and seek commitments from the decision-makers.  
I hope you might want to be there!

Susan Durber
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Social and Arts Group

Our Thursday 2pm Zoomed talks 
continue.

Our thanks to Frank Callanan for 
sharing his working life with us, 
describing in more detail the history of 
our favourite topic, the weather.
[And with interesting illustrations - 
example here. Ed.]

By the time you read this we will know so much more about some of the 
monasteries in Somerset, a talk given by Sheena Hellier.

On Thursday 25th April we hear from Phillip Jones about his growing up 
in a Welsh Valley and here is another date for your zoom diary;

Thursday 20th May our friend Isobel Tosh-Robb will charm us all with ‘the 
making of country wine’, an activity which has been part of her life for 
many years.  NB.  Sorry, but no free samples.

Work-Wise AGM

The Work-Wise AGM will be held on 
Tuesday 13th April at 7.30pm 
on Zoom (using the usual church Zoom link).

All members of our founding churches (us and Temple) 
are invited and encouraged to attend.

Taunton United Reformed Church says ‘thank you’ to the NHS

Details of our gifts to ‘frontline’ workers are on page 13.
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Good Intentions - 1

When I hear the words 'good intentions', the phrase 'The spirit is willing 
but the flesh is weak comes to mind.  This phrase was first recorded in St 
Matthew's Gospel chapter 26 verse 41, where Jesus and his disciples were 
in the Garden of Gethsemane, and Jesus had told them to watch and pray, 
instead they fell asleep. The disciples were willing to pray but, because of 
physical tiredness, they could not stay awake.

Today the phrase is often used humorously.

Like most people I'm full of good intentions, but especially during lock-
down I've become lazy and let things slide – I'll do it later.  Sometimes 
later does not seem to arrive, so things don't get done.

One intention I have done is explore this village where I've lived for 16 
years.  Over the years a lot of new homes have been built - Langford 
Mead, Otters Reach, Langford Mill - but I have never walked round them 
all; so during the first few days of March I did it (though I'm a fine weather 
walker).  I also walked round Norton Hill Fort to see what work has been 
going on.

With one good intention completed, there are others that need attention: 
housework - ugh, gardening - ugh.  They, I know, will wait until it is vital 
that they need to be done.

There is one good intention that I must work on.  Our school will be fully 
reopening on the 8th, though it has been open throughout the lock down.  
With this happening there will be an increase in traffic twice a day and 
erratic parking. So my good intention is to have more patience (which has 
sadly decreased since I retired) with the drivers, and also avoid going out 
or coming back when school is going in or out.

Not all my good intentions will work out, but I will keep trying.

Sue Ingham

Intentional quote

… prophecies that immediately turnout to be wrong.

Murray Walker on his commentary bloopers
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Thanking the NHS
Here are the four boxes of 
toiletries on Janet and 
Sheila’s dining table, with a 
close-up of two of the 
boxes below.

They are gifts bought from 
The Somerset Toiletry Co. 
for the 150 staff - doctors, 
nurses, cleaners, everyone 
- on the four Covid wards 
at Musgrove Park Hospital.

The sustainable, luxury 
beauty products were 
accompanied by cards 
written by Susan to say 
they are ‘thank you’ gifts 
from the congregation.

A ‘Love Musgrove’ team 
member collected them.
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Church garden blooms…
There are delightful colours on show, including polyanthus in white, red, 
yellow and purple, pansies and two-tone tulips. These, together with the 
stripy-trimmed lawn, are a credit to our gardening team.
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… and growth elsewhere

Above: buds on pear tree and plum tree

Below: nectarine blossom and crocus in lawn
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Signs of intent

Here are images on the theme of good intentions, some of which bear 
undertones of confession (a healthy approach for contributions during 
Lent).
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Filing has never been the 
editor’s strong suit, but…

… perhaps once clutter corner 
is transformed.

Part of Clare’s garden which, one day, will sport a gravel path… 
and a sign that it might. (See her article on page 18)

Book review: The Pull of the Stars

Emma Donoghue, Picador 2020

Set in Ireland during the 1918 flu epidemic it 
immerses the reader emotionally in life on a 
maternity fever ward through the eyes of nurse 
Julia Power. The staff in her city centre Dublin 
hospital are stretched to breaking point and are 
doing their best with limited resources. They have 
an imperfect understanding of how the flu spreads, 
but are aware that many of the patients come from 
impoverished backgrounds. Such is the pressure for 
beds that Julia tirelessly nurses her three very sick 
patients in a converted store room with help from 
the nun who covers nights and a child from the local 
children’s home.

Emma Donaghue researched the period in preparation for the 100th 
anniversary of the 1918 epidemic. She drew on testimony given to The 
Ryan Reoprt on residential institutions and biographies of Dr Kathleen 
Lynn (1874-1955) who was Vice President of Sinn Fein and its director of 
public health, who established free flu clinics and a children’s hospital. 

The novel gives an insight on the pressure that healthcare staff face 
today: the exhaustion of constant caring and the drivenness of vocation, 
denial of self and the ever presence of death.

It is available on request through Taunton Library.

Viv Henderson

Intentional quote

People think I'm trying to look after fluffy animals. 
I'm actually trying to stop the human race from 
committing suicide.

Gerald Durrell, conservationist
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Good Intentions - 2

I have to smile as I write this since I started off this article with good 
intentions to explore aspects of all things holy and highbrow (guess who’s 
training to be a Spiritual Director and just finished a module last week?!). 
And then the lyrics of a song went through my head and I spent the next 
45 minutes trawling through memory lane and YouTube music links. So 
now, I’m full of good intentions to re-discover some of my musical loves…
but more of that later.

The etymology of the word ‘intention’ comes to us originally from the 
Latin intentionem meaning ‘a stretching out, effort, attention.’ In 14th 
century English we have  entencioun, meaning ‘purpose, design, aim or 
object; will, wish, desire, that which is intended.’ In Middle English we 
can add the ideas of ‘emotion, feelings; heart, mind, understanding.’  
Oscar Wilde once wrote ‘Good intentions are invariably ungrammatical.’ A 
point, I think, that good intentions may be spoken or written but not 
necessarily accurately; the format is there but in the wrong order. 

I feel this sums up my good intentions frequently. What are my steps in 
setting up a good intention? Surely to be honest is the first step but if that 
is the only step I take then it just stays that way…facing what needs to be 
done but then not going any further. It becomes walking one step forward 
and one step back, one step in faith and then one step relapsed. But we 
cannot get anywhere if we step in the same spaces each time; it all 
becomes too familiar and too comfortable. When we are out on walks it is 
easy to see how paths get worn down because people are walking the 
same route day after day, wearing down a track, sometimes creating a 
rut. Sometimes we need to step outside or off that well-worn path, to 
change our route, to trust, and not turn back. 

A wise friend once told me that the best time to set my good intentions 
was every morning, and with a simple sentence something like ‘Lord, 
today I commit myself to….’ Each of you reading this would complete that 
sentence in a different way; it would be unique to you. It could be an 
intention decided on in a few seconds or after a long time in prayer and 
meditation. It will not be possible to eliminate distractions or 
procrastinations; let us be realistic here. But your day has started in a 
focussed way and stating your intention will help to keep to, or return to, 
that focus. 

So where do we start? Do not worry about perfect wording; remember 
they can be ungrammatical! Is it a short-term intention or a longer term 
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one? Is it a short term one but with further consequences? Start with what 
you know to be true. You can change it as soon as tomorrow. Perhaps 
Peterson’s translation in the Message of Ephesians 5:10 is a good place to 
start: “Figure what will please Christ and then do it!”

This seems to me to be where living intentionally and with good intentions 
begins. What if we change the word ‘good’ to ‘God’? What are God’s 
intentions for us? How can we live that out? Can we start by finding the 
next right thing in each area of our life and doing that…one step at a 
time?

It seems I have discovered more questions than answers…maybe that’s the 
good intention? I promised at the beginning to return to the music/song/
poem theme. My distraction (see…they happen all the time!) were the 
following words from a song that use the words intentions and good: 

Yeah, baby, sometimes I'm so carefree/With a joy that's hard to hide
Yeah, and other times it seems that/All I ever have is worry
And then you're bound to see my other side

Oh, I'm just a soul whose intentions are good
Oh Lord, please don't let me be misunderstood.

I am guessing by now you’re singing along to it. Those of us who were in 
the 60s but too young to be out and about much will still probably know 
the Animals release of this in 1965. However, Nina Simone first recorded a 
more soulful/jazzed version in 1964. Elvis Costello did a copy in 1986, and 
Cat Stevens/Yusuf has also used his distinctive voice to great effect. A 
Spanish guitar version by the talented Roberto Fabbri is a great listen too. 
Perhaps play it whilst setting your good intention for the day. (See below)

So what are my good intentions? To read through Psalms one per day. To 
journal in a more creative way. To make a gravel path in my garden. Oh… 
and to figure what will please Christ and then do it. Hopefully. 

Clare Callanan

Nina Simone 1964 http://y2u.be/9ckv6—yhnIY
The Animals 1965 http://y2u.be/Bw7RTUEZMyg
Elvis Costello 1986 http://y2u.be/tE1axH—PocI
Cat Stevens/Yusuf http://y2u.be/qXL0ow4—sR0
Roberto Fabbri http://y2u.be/dge8URTAE3g

Either copy these shortened links or simply go to www.YouTube.com 
then enter the last 11 characters of a link - the part after the final / - 
in the search facility there.
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Meeting of South Western Synod
held via Zoom on 13th March 2021

Following opening worship led by the Rev Gerald England, the meeting 
was constituted and the meeting continued with its regular business.

Among this was a report (with video) from Youth Genesis, an organisation 
which works with young people outside of the church and does so in 
partnership with some URC local churches; they are now focussing on the 
mental health of youngsters.

The Synod Treasurer, Dick Gray, noted that the move to ethical 
investments had been financially beneficial for the Synod Trust.

Deployment and ministry

The main topic for discussion was 'the Deployment of ministers across the 
South Western Synod. Our Moderator, Ruth explained that there was a 
great shortage of ministers and that there were only two students 
nationally who would finish there training this summer.  There was also 
the cost of ministry.

Mission Council works on the figure of 1 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) 
minister (made up of full-time and part time ministers) to 140 members.  
At the present time in the South Western Synod there is a total of

2,762 church members

in 105 churches

with 23.05 FTE ministers in post.

By the end of 2021 the Synod is expected to reduce this figure to 21 FTE 
ministers in post.

How is the Synod going to reach this figure?  Any future vacancies will not 
be advertised until there are fewer than 21 FTE ministers.  Churches are 
asked to look at other forms of leadership and ministry.

Work has begun in the Bristol area to see where reductions can be made 
and, as you will be aware, this is a very painful situation for ministers, 
congregations and those leading the discussions.  Each area of the synod 
will be covered; Somerset's discussions will start once a Synod Pastoral 
Adviser is appointed.  Ministers, Elders and churches will be involved in 
the discussions.
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In break out groups we were asked to consider 3 questions:

What 3 things does your church most need from a leader?

Which of those things are doable by a minister of Word and Sacrament?

What other forms of worship has your church experienced?

In the group I was in, the point was raised, What should we not do in 
church once lock-down is lifted?

Is sitting round a table having coffee chatting better than discussing the 
service?

Have we considered that many of our congregation will want a time of 
catch up chat with members they've been isolated from.

How do we lament the loss of not only members of our church but also 
the decline in total church numbers?  God is still with us in our 
lamentations.

In another group the conversation was focussed more on the role of the 
Minister.

The role of the leader is not to do everything but energise and 
encourage. So, note that a vacancy can be enabling or it can engender 
panic - the presence of a Minister can disable the membership rather 
than inject energy.

We would do well to recover this sense of the ministry of the whole 
people of God enshrined in the URC Basis of Union. Moravian churches 
have annual services encouraging vocation of every member.

Although there is an understanding that Ministers conduct services, 
others can lead worship with encouragement and training .In fact there 
is very little that must be done by a Minister.

What is unique about a stipendiary Minister is their calling to move to 
minister where they are needed.

The meeting closed with the hymn:  Rejoice and Sing No 636

The Church of Christ in every age
beset by change but Spirit led,
must claim and test its heritage
and keep on rising from the dead.

Sue Ingham (with additions by Viv Henderson)
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UK Census 2021

What did you remember on the 21st March, for some it was a significant 
day but not for the most exciting reasons. A quick look at “On this day in 
history” will tell you some interesting facts about 21 March: 

In 1871 the Welsh journalist Henry Morton Stanley set off on his 
expedition to Africa to find Dr Livingstone. 

In 1961 the Beatles made their first appearance at the Cavern Club 
in Liverpool. 

In 1965 Martin Luther King began his peace march from Selma to 
Montgomery, Alabama. 

In 1970 Dana won the 15th Eurovision Song Contest for Ireland with 
the song “All kinds of everything.” 

These facts made 21st March historically significant, but they aren’t what 
I had in mind. I was really thinking that 21st March was census day in the 
UK! The census provides a snapshot for government and organisations to 
make and gather information that inform decisions about the provision of 
public services in our communities. 

Did you know that Census is mentioned 36 times in the Bible? In fact, the 
book of Numbers derives its name from two recorded censuses which took 
place among the Israelite people, one at the beginning of the 40 year 
wilderness journey and one at the end. There was a census taken of the 
Levite tribe to count the number of priests and future priests for the 
people. Both David and Solomon conducted censuses neither of which 
were for very good reasons, David’s was as a means to count candidates 
for a standing army and Solomon’s to count refugees who would be put to 
hard labour. 

The census mentioned in the Bible we all perhaps recall is the one that 
took place around the birth of Jesus when Joseph and Mary travelled to 

Bethlehem. At least we were able to complete the 
2021 census in the comfort of our own homes, 
though it is interesting to consider where would our 
original “hometown” be? I would be travelling from 
Bishop’s Hull along the M5 and M4 to Newport then 
up the Ebbw Valley to Abercarn in South Wales! 
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The impact of some of those historic events from 21st March still 
reverberate around the world today – Martin Luther King more than Dana, 
but even so. Likewise, our participation in the 2021 census is part of the 
bigger picture and indeed the decisions along the suggestions we make 
when we hold a Church Meeting here at Paul Street can give us direction 
as a church for the coming weeks and months.

The Gospel passage, (John 12:20-33) as set by the lectionary for Sunday 
21st March, sees Jesus using the analogy of a grain of wheat, something so 
small but which can bring forth a rich harvest. So let us remember that a 
small grain of wheat can bring about change and bring goodness into the 
world. Whether that ‘small thing’ be a kind word of appreciation or 
finding the time to spend with someone in conversation. We never know 
how one small act of kindness might make a difference to someone’s life. 
Not just on one day, but on every day, such small things add up and make 
a difference.

Phillip Jones

MAGAZINE DEADLINE 
Contributions for the May 2021 magazine should be with the Editor 
 Peter Henderson - 14 Somerset Avenue, Taunton, TA1 5HU 
 Telephone: 01823 254668 - e-mail: tauntonurc.mag@gmail.com
by MONDAY 12th APRIL 2021 (or earlier)  please.

Intentional quote

In preparing for battle, I have always found that plans are 
useless but planning is indispensable.

Former US President Eisenhower
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Helping United Reformed Churches 
work for a fairer world and for 
peace with justice, recognising 
that change and response starts 
with each one of us.

Envelopes for your donations and 
Information Leaflets are available 
in the Dora Cox Room.  Please feel 
free to put in what you can, when 
you can, no amount is too small.

Revd Dr Kevin Snyman - Commitment for Life Programme Officer, 
Suzanne Pearson - Commitment for Life Administrative Assistant

Moving Stories
News from our Partners around the World

News from Bangladesh

Dhaka, Bangladesh

Many Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh have condemned the military coup 
in Myanmar. However, others say they do not “feel sorry” that Aung San 
Suu Kyi has been removed from power.

Speaking to Al Jazeera at the Kutupalong refugee camp in Bangladesh’s 
Cox’s Bazar district, Rohingya community leader Mohammad Yunus Arman 
said the Myanmar military had killed their families in Rakhine state while 
Aung San Suu Kyi was in power.

“She remained silent about it. She didn’t even utter the word ‘Rohingya’. 
Once we used to pray for her success and used to treat her like our queen. 
But after 2017, we realised her real character,” he said.

International relations experts say the coup in Myanmar has removed the 
“facade of democracy” in the country, and that the probability of 
repatriating the Rohingya has further diminished. “You can’t have a real 
democracy when 25 percent seats are automatically allocated to the 
military, which also controls four of the major ministries. So despite 
elections, the military never really gave up power,” Azeem Ibrahim, 
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author of the book, The Rohingyas: Inside Myanmar’s Hidden Genocide, 
has said.

Christian Aid provides critical support for the Rohingya refugees at Cox’s 
Bazar, and Commitment for Life is honoured to be partnering with 
Christian Aid in this work.

Central America

Land of Coffee and Honey

Nicaragua is the second poorest 
country in Latin America and 
deeply affected by climate change. 
80% of the population depends on 
agriculture. Our partner Soppexcca 
is an umbrel la organisat ion 
representing 650 farmers and 18 
coffee cooperatives. 

Changes in weather patterns area 
affecting crop yields. Also, recent 
drops in the price of coffee, have 
forced farmers to diversify. 

Arlen Joel Lopez Pineda, a young 
honey farmer (25) near Jinotega 
who works with Christian Aid’s 
wonderful partner Soppexcca, 
writes:

‘We started with four young 
farmers in 2014 with support from 
S o p p e x c c a f o r a p r o j e c t 
specifically for young people who 
are family members of farmers. I 
had seen beekeeping before so 
when Soppexcca contacted us with 
the idea of the beekeeping 
project, I said yes. 

The next year, we had good honey 
production. The next year, more 

farmers joined us, and we helped 
train them. From 20 hives in the 
community, it went to 50. We also 
make honey products that helps 
coughs, shampoo and honey 
chocolate, creamy honey mixed 
with chocolate and honey and 
peanuts. 

The beekeeping is part of a 
strategy to diversify the farm. 
Climate change is affecting the 
coffee, with half the bean being 
ripe and other half not. With the 
beekeeping we can see the effects 
of climate change. In the summer, 
it's raining and then it's too hot and 
sunny, when it's dry you have the 
flowers and when the flowers are 
ready to be harvested by the bees, 
it rains, and the bees don't come 
out of the hives. In the future we 
want to grow and have our own 
trademark and a certificate of 
hygiene from the government. We 
c a n t h e n s t a r t s e l l i n g i n 
supermarkets. Producing honey is 
something pretty. We aren't 
polluting, and we are helping to 
pollinate the flowers and it's 
another means of diversification 
for our farm. We want to thank 
Soppexcca for supporting us with 
hives and technological support.’
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Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe kicked off its first phase 
of i ts COVID-19 inoculat ion 
p r o g r am on Thu r s day 1 8 t h 
February. The Sinopharm vaccines 
were donated by the Chinese 
g o v e r n m e n t . T h e U K h a d 
inoculated well over 16 million by 
that date, highlighting the gaping 
d i spa r i t y be tween the two 
countries.

The Zimbabwe vaccinations will be 
offered in three phases, starting 
with frontline workers at high risk. 
Violet Badze did not hesitate to 
t ake he r f i r s t sho t o f the 
Sinopharm COVID vaccine.

Badze is the acting matron at 
Beatrice Infectious Hospital in 
Harare. “As a frontline worker I 
interact with patients, so I am very 

happy that I am protected, 
although I will continue observing 
required preventative measures,” 
she said.

Apart from the 200,000 vaccines 
donated by China, Zimbabwe is 
expecting delivery of an additional 
600,000 Sinopharm vaccines it 
purchased from China. In addition 
to the S i nopha rm vacc ine , 
Zimbabwe hopes to acquire the 
Sputnik V vaccines from Russia, 
along with a donation of 75,000 
COVID-19 vaccine doses from India. 
More vaccines are also being 
sourced from the World Health 
Organ i za t i on -backed COVAX 
scheme.

In partnership with Christian Aid, 
the United Reformed Church has 
launched a ‘Gratitude Giving 
Page.” We are grateful for our own 
vaccines, and in our gratitude want 
to help those around the world 
who are left out and facing poverty 
and climate breakdown. 

Support the Christian Aid / URC 
Vaccination Gratitude Giving Page:
https://bit.ly/3s1gQAc

Intentional quote

Integrity is doing the right thing, 
even when no one is watching.

C.S. Lewis
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News from Taunton churches

Chaplain to Hinkley Point C construction site

After 30 years as a Baptist pastor the Rev Ewen Huffman was appointed as 
the chaplain for ‘spiritual and pastoral care’ to the largest construction 
site in Europe in January 2020, the only paid 
chaplain to the construction industry (he thinks).

With thousands of workers living away from their 
permanent homes, Hinkley Point C (HPC) is like a 
small town with its own bus services and medical 
centre. Ewen joined a team of over 300 Mental 
Health First Aiders, but his appointment marks 
HPC’s commitment to caring for the whole 
person.

Ewen describes his work as falling into five main areas

Pastoral, ie. being a friend, a sounding board, a listening ear;

Presence - just ‘being there’, around site and at events;

Ceremonial, eg. leading prayers before a historic concrete pour or for 
safety before a tunnel boring machine launches;

Community-building: bringing people together, doing site videos to 
encourage people, running a choir, and liaising between HPC, the local 
community and their charities for some of our community charity gifts;

Spiritual - helping people with spiritual questions, bereavement, 
leading a small but growing Christian community, liaising with and 
encouraging other faith communities.

Like many chaplains in other fields, he has continued to be on site even 
during lockdown. Ewen is astonished at how well-received he has been; 
and just being there, present – having someone with the office of Chaplain 
– seems to remind and stir dormant or lost faith (and questions) in people.

He feels privileged to work with those of other faiths and to encourage 
and learn from them while respecting diversity and difference. He notes 
how the Muslim community were behind the site’s Christmas Tree 
competition and the Christian community intends to buy their Eid meal 
next year.

The HPC chaplaincy arose from a Churches Together in Somerset initiative.
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OFFICE HOLDERS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF
TAUNTON UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

.................................................................................Car-Park  Eryl Harris
....................................................................Christian Aid  Maralyn Bickham

......................................................................Church Cleaning Supervision 
...........................................Church Heating  Church Administrator (see page 1)
..................................................Church Secretary  Sue Ingham (07818 637155)

......................................................Commitment for Life Contact  Sue Ingham
...................................................................FINANCE - Treasurer  Eryl Harris

..................................................FINANCE - Covenant Collections  Paula Powell
.............................................................Flowers  Pam Elliott, Sheila Woolvin

..................................................................................................Keys  
........................................Letting Secretary   Church Administrator (see page 1)

............................................Magazine Distributor  Dawn Wright (01823 331800)
.............................................Magazine Editor  Peter Henderson (01823 254668)
....................................................................................Prayer Handbook 

...............................................................................Property  Stuart Trott
..............................................Pulpit Supply  Church Administrator (see page 1)

................................................................Reform Magazine  Pamela Bamber
...............Social and Arts Group   Janet Sowerbutts, Sheila Rudofsky (01823 617411)

..................................................................................Sound  Paul Cottrill
.......................................................Sunday Coffee Organiser  Pamela Bamber

.........................Sunday News-Sheet  the Minister or, if away, the Church Secretary
...............................................................Synod Representative   Sue Ingham

...........................................................World Day of Prayer  Maralyn Bickham

SERVING ELDERS

Sue Ingham
Secretary

07818 637155

Meg Cardy
01823 443245

Stuart Trott
01823 281551

DUTY ELDERS ROTA FOR APRIL

 4 Apr Eryl Harris
 11 Apr Meg Cardy
 18 Apr Sue Ingham
 25 Apr Stuart Trott
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Taunton United Reformed Church

Vision Statement

For the sake of the Gospel, we will be:

✦ a church that welcomes, whoever you are

✦ a church that cares and responds with action

✦ a church that works with others and plays its part 
in the community

✦ a church that knows and shares the love of God

✦ a church that is growing  in faith and knowledge 
of God

✦ a church full of hope and joy


