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From the Editor

The magazine is a little thinner in size for this issue, 
because the death of my father on the 11th day of 
Christmas gave me unexpected tasks but a 
corresponding deficit of energy. So it has been 
rather thrown together and, because there are 
fewer pages than usual, you may find some regular 
items in a different place from normal. 

However, the content is by no means thin. The theme for this issue is 
light. I am impressed how contributors have followed this and offered so 
many perspectives.

At the same time, inevitably, the darkness of death as been my companion 
as I prepare this issue. As every good artist and photographer know, the 
relationship between light and darkness is important.

Much of what is between these covers invites you to reflect upon that 
relationship in spiritual, theological and imaginative ways. The colour 
images on the centre pages are hopefully of sufficient size to allow you to 
spend time with them, having read the articles to which they relate.

So, once again, I am grateful to those who have contributed articles, 
photographs, or even simply a sentence. These are what make the 
magazine by the church for the church.

So, you may like to know now that the theme for the March issue will be 
Spring. You are invited - no, encouraged - to contribute with words or 
images, either relating to this theme or not.

Finally, I discovered and corrected a number of errors in what I had 
prepared, shortly before I finalised the magazine to go to the printer. 
I expect there are others I have missed.

Peter Henderson
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Forthcoming Church Services

Sundays at 10:30am at the United Reformed Church, Paul Street

 7 February Morning worship led by the Revd Dr Susan Durber
  (includes The Lord’s Supper)

 14 February Morning worship led by the Revd Dr Susan Durber

 21 February Morning worship led by Mr Alan Vian

 28 February Morning worship led by the Revd Dr Susan Durber

Weekly Activities
if and when regulations permit

What, when & where Notes

Midweek Worship on Tuesdays

Most Tuesdays from 11:30am to 12 noon
in the church

OR Private prayer from 11am to 12 noon

A face covering is 
required

Work-Wise in the URC Lecture Hall

Wednesdays, 9:30am 12:30 & 1:30-4:00pm

Offering support with all aspects of job seeking

Contact the manager 
(details on page 1) to 
volunteer
or just turn up

Other Notable Dates

 Thursday 28 January 2pm on Zoom Social & Arts Group talk
‘A legacy of slavery in my white British life’ 
given by Susan Durber

 Thursday 4 February Elders meeting
 Sunday 14 February Racial Justice Sunday
 Monday 15 February Magazine deadline 
 Sunday 21 February Church Action on Poverty Sunday
 22 February – 7 March Fairtrade Fortnight
 Thursday 28 February 2pm on zoom Social & Arts Group talk

A talk on Weather Forecasting given by Frank 
Callanan
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From your minister:
Dear friends, 

I wonder when you took down your Christmas 
decorations this year? I think quite a lot of people left 
them up longer this time, and even more people put 
them up earlier than normal. In our house, at the 
(old) Manse, the Christmas crib scene is still up and lit 
as I write (some days after Epiphany). For a reason it’s 
hard to name I can’t quite let it go back into its boxes 
in the dark garage yet this year. I love to sit by the 

figures and gaze at their calm faces and the figure of the Christ child, lit by 
the angle-poise lamp that shines in our window. And when we go out for a walk 
it’s good to come back to the comforting light and the calm, still figures. 

I remember that when I was a minister in Salford, in the midst of one of 
the most deprived estates in the UK, I noticed that Christmas lights would 
go up in November, sometimes even earlier. And this year I noticed that in 
the streets round us here in Taunton many more houses than usual had put 
up elaborate displays of Christmas lights. It seems that in dark places and 
in dark times we turn to lights. When life is so challenging, as it still is for 
so many in our land and across the world, we turn on the lights. I think 
there is something in this that is both common to all religions, and also to 
all human beings. 

There’s a rather beautiful song, by the modern hymn writer Graham 
Kendrick, that draws on the image of a candle flame to describe the 
power of God seen in Jesus (first of all of course in the child). He is ‘Like 
a candle flame, flickering small in our darkness…’ and the writer asks, 
‘Can this tiny spark, set a world on fire?’ and promises that his light shall 
shine from our lives, ‘as we touch the flame of his holy fire’. You can find 
it on Youtube of course…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TGAXlGBB10M

We are now, mercifully, living through that time of the year when the days 
are getting longer and the darkness is receding. We all welcome these 
lighter, longer days. And indeed we all welcome the times in our lives 
when light of a different kind falls into them; the love and friendship that 
delights us, the enlightenment of discovering something new, the light 
that helps us see what is right to do next, the light that cheers us up when 
the darkness seems deep, the ‘seeing the light’ of faith. We all 
understand, almost before we can say it, that light is what we need and 
what will comfort and save us. It’s not a luxury, but a life force. 

February 2021 4

I’ve always been impressed at how little light you actually need to shatter 
a darkness, what a difference even a small candle can make (pre-
electricity or gas light, people didn’t actually need as many candles as the 
makers of films now seem to imagine). That means, of course, that even 
when we feel our own inner lights burning low, we can trust that they can 
still flourish enough to keep us going or even be enough to make a 
difference to someone else who is struggling. If Jesus could light up the 
world, then those of us who follow him might be able to share that light, 
even if our light is less bright than his. 

Christmas lights celebrate the tiny flame that ‘shone in infant eyes’, but 
now we begin the journey towards Easter, when God’s promise of light and 
light for the world is celebrated. I’m sure that many of us have been, at 
some time or other, part of an Easter congregation where a flame from a 
single candle is then shared, first with a few people, and then the light 
spreads until the whole church is lit by flickering flames and is even made 
warm with the flames. It can be so very moving. We do not know yet how 
the world will be by Easter or whether we will be in church and able to 
share candle light together by then, but whatever happens we shall be 
given the light of Christ, to lighten our path and to shine upon us and all 
the world. 

I know that this is a difficult time to live through and that many of us 
sometimes feel a kind of darkness closing in on us. When those moments 
come I hope you can remember some of the words of the hymn we sang 
on the 3rd January (by Richard A. M. Gilliard); 

“I will hold the Christ light for you
in the night time of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.”

And, even more, I hope that we can be a community in which we hold the 
light for each other, since we all have times when the darkness falls. As 
I walked around the streets of Bishop’s Hull over Christmas and saw the 
displays of light I didn’t think them a bit overdone or vulgar (as I confess 
I may have done once) – but I was grateful for them, and comforted by 
them. And I am more than grateful when, in kind words and gestures, 
I experience the light of Christ in all of you and in so many others. 

I hope that, for you, as the days grow longer and lighter, you will find the 
light of Christ growing stronger too. We all need his light. Even more 
vividly do we know this now, in these weeks and months. So, let us 
welcome the light, and let it shine. 

Your minister,
Susan
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A short act of prayer 
for any time in the day

You will need a Bible, a candle, and match.

Place the candle, unlit, before you and prepare to pray. 

You might use these words: 

O God, I come to my prayers,
in the light of the day
or the darkness of evening,
reaching for the light of your presence

to fill the empty spaces of my longing. 

In a world made sometimes cold with suffering
and shaken by fear,
I come to search for comfort and calm. 

Spend some time in silence with God…

Light the candle and let its flame become a focus for your praying…

Read: John 1:5: ‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it.’

Read a passage from the Bible, whether a paragraph or a single verse; 

Some examples might be as below, or you may be reading through a Bible 
book or scheme:.

Matthew 5: 14-15  ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill 
cannot be hid.  No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel 
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.’

Matthew 5: 16:  ‘…let your light shine before others, so that they may 
see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.’
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Reflect on the passage or verse you have read. What will you carry from it 
into your living for the rest of the day or week? 

Offer prayers for the places in the world where light is needed.
In your imagination, light candles for peace, justice, healing and hope. 

Prayer: 

May the love of God comfort me,
and the Creator’s life light my own.
May the light of Christ empower me,
and my light never be overcome.
May the Holy Spirit fan my flames,
and the light lit within me shine.

The Lord’s Prayer. 

Blow out the candle, but know that Christ’s light continues to blaze within 
you.
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Revised Common Lectionary
for forthcoming Sundays

Revised Common Lectionary
for forthcoming Sundays

Revised Common Lectionary
for forthcoming Sundays

7 February 14 February 21 February
1st Sunday in Lent

Isaiah 40:21-31
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
Mark 1:29-39

2 Kings 5:1-14
Psalm 30
1 Corinthians 9:24-27
Mark 1:40-45

Genesis 9:8-17 
Psalm 25:1-10
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

28 February 7 March 14 March
Mothering Sunday

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Psalm 22:23-31
Romans 4:13-25
Mark 8:31-38

Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22

Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21



Church Family News

Roger Eckersley
We are sad to report that Roger Eckersley died on 1st January at the 
nursing home in Wellington where he had been resident for the last few 
years. Roger was buried privately on 14th January. Please continue to pray 
for Roger’s widow, Sue. We hope to include an obituary in the next issue.

Mary Best’s daughter
Please pray also for Mary Best and her family following the death of her 
middle daughter Gillian who had been in a nursing home specialising in 
those who have suffered a stroke.

Church Meetings
Future Church Meeting dates for 2021: 18th April (annual meeting), 18th 
July and 17th October (and possibly on other occasions as needed)

Worship
It is impossible to predict very far ahead how Sunday services will be in 
the weeks to come; they may be entirely on Zoom OR both on Zoom and 
in person. But you will have a regular weekly update either by post, hand 
delivery or e-mail. Please do be in touch if you have any questions or 
uncertainty.

Social and Arts Group
The group will meet on Zoom on Thursday February 28th at 2pm to hear
A talk on Weather Forecasting by Frank Callanan: a glimpse 
at Frank’s working life.

Birthday Corner
Only one person has a birthday in February, though this is 
no less special for that. So we pray that God will bless 

Dawn Wright

on 3rd February and in the year ahead.
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Light of the world
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Artists’ use of light

Here are two works of art referred to by Clare 
Callanan in her article on light, beginning on page 13. 

Above: Caravaggio’s The Calling of Saint Matthew

Right: Johannes Vermeer, The Girl with the Pearl 

Earring. (Both photographs are in the public domain.)

Portrait of an artist is copyright-protected but may 
be viewed online at
www.david-hockney.org/portrait-of-an-artist/
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Let there be light

Also illustrating Clare’s article are 
her own photographs, two sunrises 
here and others overleaf.
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Bearing the light
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Photographs by Clare Callanan to 
accompany the poem by Denise 
Levertov, at the end of her article on 
page 14 but repeated here:

Bearing the light

Ra in -d i amonds , t h i s w in te r 
morning,  embellish the tangle of 
unpruned pear-tree twigs; each 
solitaire, placed, it appears, with 
considered judgement, bears the 
light beneath the rifted clouds - 
the indivisible shared out in endless 
abundance.

Light
Light is the medium of photography. The word photography comes from 
the Greek: photos meaning “light,” and graphé meaning “representation 
by means of lines.” In other words “drawing with light” which I think is a 
wonderful description. To draw with light seems to have such a spiritual 
element to it straightaway. In her book Eyes of the Heart: Photography as 
a Christian Contemplative Practice, Christine Valters Paintner writes 
“When we approach photography as a contemplative practice, we engage 
consciously in this movement from opaqueness to transparency, from 
shadow to illuminated clarity.” (p.43)

Light is one of the mediums of art and sculpture. Think of many of the 
world’s most famous artworks and light will be an important part of it. 
From Caravaggio with his dramatic, almost theatrical lighting in ‘’ to 
Vermeer’s sheen on the pearl in ‘The Girl with the Pearl Earring’ to 
Hockney’s shimmering light reflections in Portrait of an Artist (Pool with 
two figures), there are many varying qualities of light. Which art works do 
you know where light is an important element?

Light is one of the mediums or rather, metaphors of the Bible. From the 
command of God in Genesis saying “Let there be light” to Jesus saying “I 
am the light of the world,” there are many references to light throughout 
Scripture. Sometimes there is a tension between light and darkness when 
the dark is symbolic of blindness or ignorance; yet Isaiah 45:3 tells us of 
the “treasures of darkness,” and the psalmist proclaims “Darkness is not 
dark for you, and night shines as the day. Darkness and light are but 
one.” (Psalm 139:12) How many other references to light can you recall in 
Scripture?

In photography, both light and shadow are needed to make an image. This 
for me, enables me to consider ways to integrate both light and darkness 
in my life and contemplations. I am restored by using my camera whether 
it is my reasonably good iPhone camera or my more complex Canon 
camera. (Today’s cameras have automatic light sensors and lots of 
electronic gadgetry but my first ever camera, a Practika, required me to 
use a separate light meter. Life was tough then!?) Though I have not done 
much formal or composed work with light, I do know that every sunrise is 
a delight. I am a morning person (well I am these days… probably forced 
into it by a child who woke most of the first four years of her life at 
around 0500 each day) and since moving here I have been out walking 
nearly every single morning. For me this is a special time of promise, of 
expectancy, of potential, of almost a held breath in anticipation of what 
the day will bring. 
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Dawn, when it is no longer night but not quite day, is a time when I can 
glimpse something of God’s mystery and wonder. This golden hour of light 
was most evident to me when I was leading pilgrimages to the Holy Land 
and we would stay on the lakeside on the Sea of Galilee. To sit at the 
water’s edge and be aware of the light before me climbing the Golan 
Heights opposite, and then eventually the rim of the sun moving above 
and beyond. 

Yet the towpath on the canal and the views of the fields beyond also hold 
their delights. I rejoice in the things most associated with dawn and less 
visible at other timers of the day; early morning mist as it starts to lift 
wraith like from the canal waters, dew drops or early raindrops on twigs 
and leaves, low sun and long shadows. I try to move away from ‘taking’ or 
‘shooting’ or even ‘capturing’ images as if the world is there to be 
possessed and owned. Rather I hope to ‘receive’ images from the world 
and from God as a gift of abundance and invitation. And it is light that 
reveals connections everywhere. 

A poem by Denise Levertov delights me with this sense of awe at the 
details around us and calls me to give thanks every day for the light in and 
of the world. 

Bearing the Light - Denise Levertov

Rain-diamonds, this winter morning,  embellish the tangle of unpruned 
pear-tree twigs; each solitaire, placed, it appears, with considered 
judgement, bears the light beneath the rifted clouds - the indivisible 
shared out in endless abundance.

Clare Callanan

MAGAZINE DEADLINE 
Contributions for the March 2021 magazine should be with the Editor 
 Peter Henderson - 14 Somerset Avenue, Taunton, TA1 5HU 
 Telephone: 01823 254668 - e-mail: tauntonurc.mag@gmail.com
by MONDAY 15th FEBRUARY 2021 (or earlier)  please.

Theme: Spring (however you understand that)
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Daily devotions and Sundays too

There are still regular posts of worship resources from the URC – through 
the Daily Devotions link: https://devotions.urc.org.uk 

From 10am each Sunday (now well into next year), there is material to 
read and follow (including readings, hymns, prayers, a sermon…) OR you 
can listen on-line to a recording and join in that way. These services have 
been led each week by a different URC minister, with different voices 
doing readings and prayers, and with a wonderful variety of hymns and 
music.

A selection of quotes

You don’t ‘get over’ the man, though you do, after a year or two, 
get over the death. But you have to learn to live in another country 
in which you are an unwilling refugee.

Journalist Katharine Whitehorn, following the death of her husband

Not my vegetarian dinner, not my lime-juice minus gin,
Quite can drown a faint conviction that we may be born in Sin.

from ‘Huxley Hall’ by John Betjeman

We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he 
died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in 
Christ Jesus.

The apostle Paul writing in Romans 6:9-11

To die is poignantly bitter, but the idea of having to die without 
having lived is unbearable.

Erich Fromm, psychologist
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News from further afield

Message from Dawn Holmes

Safe Families is looking for new volunteers to 
help support a family virtually via telephone calls, video calls, texts etc., 
and perhaps pick up shopping or prescriptions for them if necessary and 
dropping at the doorstep, although if a volunteer is self-isolating, we can 
arrange someone else to do this.

Any volunteers offering to support families virtually will receive  training 
and have the oversight of our family support managers. We’ll complete all 
the necessary checks to make sure they are suitable for the role.

We have families in your area who are looking for a friend to walk 
alongside them, to offer hope and belonging. Do you know someone who 
could reach out via phone calls, or visiting when it’s allowed again, or 
even hosting children overnight?

Drop in to one of our Safe Families Information Evenings to find out more
7-7.30pm on Zoom, usually on the last Monday of every month:
25th Jan, 22nd Feb, 29th March
Or contact Dawn on 07384 218826 or dawnholmes@safefamilies.uk.

Taunton Foodbank - request for help

The Foodbank in Taunton was set up by the local 
churches in 2012 as a response to a need and a 
witness to their faith. The early leaders came 
from diverse backgrounds in the local churches, many of whom 
are no longer available to give this service. We now have an 
urgent need for someone to join our Board to perform the role of 
Treasurer, and someone with charity or small business experience to assist 
in managing our receipts, gift aids, bills, etc (the two roles could be 
combined). Please would you help us by making these needs known, for 
example through your church bulletin. More information is available from 
Howard Mathers, Chair of Trustees, who may be reached 
at hmathers@btinternet.com.
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Helping United Reformed Churches 
work for a fairer world and for 
peace with justice, recognising 
that change and response starts 
with each one of us.

Envelopes for your donations and 
Information Leaflets are available 
in the Dora Cox Room.  Please feel 
free to put in what you can, when 
you can, no amount is too small.

Revd Dr Kevin Snyman - Commitment for Life Programme Officer, 
Suzanne Pearson - Commitment for Life Administrative Assistant

Moving Stories
News from our Partners around the World

First of all…

News in from Diana Paulding: 2019 URC 
Youth  Representative on the URC IOPT 
trip and Commitment for Life supporter

Thank you so much to Commitment for Life 
for your support this past year of the 
Christian Aid Prophetic Activists’ ‘Stop 
Fuelling the Fire’ campaign. 

We petitioned the government to end the 
use of UK Export Finance to fund fossil fuel 
projects overseas. Over a thousand people 
signed the petition and many people 
contacted their MPs to raise their concerns 
about the issue. We went to Downing 
Street on Friday 4th December 2020 with a 
coalition of organisations for a socially 
distanced ‘hand-in’ event of all of our petitions. 

Thank you for everything you have done to help the campaign!'

continued overleaf…
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News from Bangladesh
Rohingya Moved to “Prisoner Island”

Authorities in Bangladesh have begun to relocate thousands of Rohingya 
refugees to what has been described as a "prison island." 

Located at about 21 miles from the mainland, the controversial island 
facility can accommodate a tenth of the refugees who are in refugee 
camps in Cox’s Bazar, near the Myanmar border. 

The island only surfaced only 20 years ago. It has never been inhabited 
and is regularly submerged during monsoon season.  As such it is prone to 
the cyclones and extreme flooding that regularly beset the Bay of Bengal. 

“They have taken us here forcefully,” a 31-year-old man told Reuters as 
he boarded a bus near Cox’s Bazar. “Three days ago, when I heard that my 
family is on the list, I ran away from the block, but yesterday I was caught 
and taken here,” he said.

An 18-year-old woman said that her spouse had put their names on the list 
thinking it was for rations. He fled when they were told to go to Bhasan 
Char, she said, adding that she is also hiding in the camp.

With our partner Christian Aid, Commitment for Life works to secure the 
well-being of the refugees who languish in Cox’s Bazar. Please keep the 
refugees in your prayers. Pray especially for a softening of hardened 
leaders’ hearts in Myanmar, and for visible, compassionate action from the 
international community.

Central America
Flood waters have submerged 
homes in isolated Guatemalan 
communities such as Alta Verapaz. 
Many are left without supplies or 
places to stay.

Esteban Choc Giut, the Indigenous 
chief of the village, points to some 
rooftops in the distance. “That 
roof over there is mine,” he says, 
“and that is the school building. 

We lost everything, including all of 
the 500 books.” 

The Guatemalan Coordinator for 
the Reduction of Disaster (CONRED) 
estimates that there are 234 
communities left incommunicado 
following the rains from Hurricanes 
Eta and Iota in November.

CONRED lists 2.4 million people 
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affected by flooding, with more 
than 270 ,000 in temporary 
shelters. Some of those involved in 
the relief effort have estimated 
that there could be as many as 
5 0 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e i n i s o l a t e d 
communities who are not receiving 
aid.

With no clean water to wash in, 
playing in stagnant water and 
living in cramped conditions, 
diseases are starting to spread. 
Health workers who have managed 
to get through report seeing 
coughs, stomach issues, diarrhoea, 

vomiting and fevers, as well as skin 
conditions. 

Support for our partner Christian 
Aid is vital. Christian Aid has 
worked in Central America for 
many years, and so is best placed – 
certainly from a UK perspective – 
to make a real difference on the 
l i v e s o f t h e v e r y p o o r e s t 
c o m m u n i t i e s a f f e c t e d b y 
environmental disasters.

Thank you for all you do in support 
of Christian Aid partners through 
Commitment for Life.

Zimbabwe
Holding Mining Companies to Account

Like in many African countries, mining in Zimbabwe creates enormous 
wealth. However, very little reaches the communities most affected by 
mining. Mining often devastates both the local and global environment.

Christian Aid supports the Zimbabwe Alternative Mining Indaba (ZAMI) that 
creates space for citizen and civil society participation in the mining 
sector.

ZAMI offers safe spaces for local community engagement and dialogue, 
seeking solutions for the problems mining causes for the environment and 
locally affected communities.

Through ZAMI, locals can demand social and environmental accountability 
from the large mining corporation. They can insist on respect for human 
rights in the mining sector.

In addition, ZAMI builds communities that can monitor corporate 
accountability on issues such as local environmental degradation and the 
commitment to address global warming.

Your support of Commitment for Life ensures that organisations such as 
ZAMI are able to function, bringing tangible benefits to our sisters and 
brothers in Zimbabwe.
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Sue Ingham
Secretary

07818 637155

Meg Cardy
01823 443245

Stuart Trott
01823 281551

DUTY ELDERS ROTA FOR FEBRUARY

 7 Feb Eryl Harris
 14 Fen Meg Cardy
 21 Feb Sue Ingham
 28 Feb Stuart Trott
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Taunton United Reformed Church

Vision Statement

For the sake of the Gospel, we will be:

✦ a church that welcomes, whoever you are

✦ a church that cares and responds with action

✦ a church that works with others and plays its part 
in the community

✦ a church that knows and shares the love of God

✦ a church that is growing  in faith and knowledge 
of God

✦ a church full of hope and joy


